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During the 19th century and till the first half of the 20th century, the theme 

of national identity (and particularly that of national supremacy) was the cen-

tral focus of educational projects of almost all European states.  

Immediately after WWI, on the ground of nationalistic degenerations, there 

were some attempts to reformulate such an idea. However, these attempts 

broke against the rocks of the economic crisis and the authoritarian political 

turning point, which, in a short time, deeply involved Europe as a whole. At 

the end of WWII, a new will to put an end to any nationalistic degenerations, 

resulted in a general tendency towards a unified Europe.  

At the end of 20th century, many difficulties in the process of European 

unification and the decline of ideological fight that characterized the Cold War 

period, favoured the theme of the “Nation” giving it a new impulse. Further-

more, the concept of Nation has recently become the key word for many po-

litical parties and European governments manifesto as a defense against any 

real or pretended international urgencies. 

This international meeting aims at analyzing - in contemporary age and in 

a comparative perspective - how the theme of the Nation, with particular in-

terest in nationalistic degenerations, has been and is present in daily didactical 

practice and theory in the European states. 

Proposals are supposed to highlight, on a diachronic perspective, the cul-

tural, social and political implications of the “national identity” concept, 

through an analysis of school-books, didactical choices, educational theories, 

educational media and extra-school tools (such as stories for young readers, 

cartoons, games etc.). 

We propose the following areas of interest: 

a) theories, key-words, imagines, metaphors to define concepts as citizenship, 

difference, independence, nation, enemy, fatherland, tradition; 

b) proposals guide-lines, socio-political debate and contents of the curricula re-

ferring to “civic education”; 

c) role of artistic, cultural, environmental heritage in the definition of national 

identity; 

d) role of religious dimension in the definition of national identity; 
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e) characters and roles of European dimension in the definition of national iden-

tity.  

f) role of “the Invention of Tradition” strategies.  

 

The Conference will take place at the University of Parma, Department of 

Humanities, Social Sciences and Cultural Industries, via M. D’Azeglio, 85, 

Parma, Italy.  

 

The working languages of the conference are German, English and  Ital-

ian. 

Please send your proposal (in English) with a maximum of 2,000 charac-

ters (incl. spaces) until March 31, 2020, at the latest, to igs-

biparma2020@gmail.com 

 

Please indicate, in your proposal, name, surname, work place, academic 

position e-mail address, language of the talk and, finally, the chosen area(s) of 

interest (a,b,c, d,e,f). 

 

Feedback regarding the approval or disapproval of the proposal will be 

given until May 31, 2020. 

 

Organizing Committee: 

prof. Luciana Bellatalla; prof. Piergiovanni Genovesi 
 

 


