
A SKAD approach : Classification as a discursive practice. The case of Egypt’s New 
Administrative Capital’s sociotechnical formal agenda. 

This proposed thesis project represents an inquiry into discursive processes of meaning making and 
knowledge production, circulation and transformation as constituted by actors symbolically 
struggling for classification authority over fixing the sociotechnical projects set up for 
implementation in a newly built ‘4th generational city’ in Egypt while producing historically 
situated sociotechnical imaginaries (Jasanoff 2009). As a distinguished ‘discourse 
formation’ (Foucault 1969), the sociotechnical formal agenda destined to the new city engages 
heterogenous socially situated actors whose participation in discourse production is limited to their 
symbolic resources. Foucault’s conceptualizations around power/knowledge dynamics help 
theoretically focus our study which seeks a sociotechnical discourse analysis around phases of 
discourse production: emergence of problematizations, actualization events, stabilization of 
discourse, transformative shifts occurring in between and effects of such contingencies on the social 
order. Classification schemes that actors generate to qualify phenomena (Keller 2005) will be 
considered as a device of symbolic ordering through which our analysis will be conducted. This 
study, however, will approach discourse from an interpretive sociological perspective. Thus, it 
attempts to overcome the structure-agency paradigmatic dichotomy by bringing the focus of inquiry 
on social actors whose actions contribute to discourse production. This will be done by studying the 
topic of classification from a discursive lens by mobilizing the programme Reiner Keller coined the 
Sociology of Knowledge Approach to Discourse (1999-2003). A significant original contribution to 
knowledge, this study emphasizes on the role actors, their interactions and their socializations (P. 
Ulrich 2014) play in producing discourses and their underlying sociotechnical imaginaries, thus 
drawing on ideas of symbolic interactionism and hermeneutic phenomenology. The original 
geographical implantation of this study will help provide in-depth understandings of the dynamics 
of discourse production as we will be exploring a new usage of discourse analysis (M. A. Khalidi 
2015), supported by a SKAD perspective.  

In this regard, this study will attempt to qualitatively explore the classificatory schemes guiding 
actors engaged in the heterogeneous processes of discursive construction - thus classification - and 
legitimization of 5 sociotechnical projects fixed on the formal agenda (Cobb and Elder 1983). We 
selected these projects based on their illustrative character and their cross-sectoral dimension to be 
analyzed through textual analysis and purely interpretive data collection methods such as semi-
structured interviews and ethnographic observations. The five projects consisting of our unity of 
discourse are as follows: a) the government complex as a sociotechnical project; b) the arts and 
culture city as a sociotechnical project; c) pedestrians and traffic lights infrastructure as a 
sociotechnical project; d) Bike routes as a sociotechnical infrastructure project; e) Smart Grid as a 
sociotechnical project.  

This study and resulting research papers will appeal to decision makers wishing to improve policy 
planifications and adapt them to studied patterns of knowledge circulation and transformation; to 
scholars in the field of sociology of knowledge, discourse analysis, STS, political science and 
political sociology wishing to qualitatively classify elements from a sociotechnical formal agenda 
upon processes of discursive classification of the world.  


