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Freitag, 29. April, um 18:15 Uhr, Raum D 2006/ Friday, 29. April, at 6:15 pm, room D 2006

Prof. em. Dr. Hagith Sivan (The University of Kansas)

Between Torah and Hellenism: Rabbinic contours of paternal duties vis-à-vis daughters in Late Antiquity

Um 20:00 Uhr Abendessen im Porcino/ At 08:00 pm dinner at the Porcino

Samstag, 30. April, 10:00 – 18:00 Uhr, Raum D 2006/ Saturday, 30. April, at 10:00 am – 6:00 pm, 

room D 2006

Dr. Ute Günkel-Maschek (Universität Heidelberg)

Between myth and reality: Children's religious socialisation in early Late Bronze Age Crete and Thera

Prof. Dr. Natascha Sojc (Universität Augsburg)

Evidence for intergenerational ritual practice? Findings in the extra-urban sanctuary of S. Anna 

(Agrigento)

11:30 – 12:00 Uhr Kaffee-Pause/ 11:30 am – 12:00 pm Coffee-Break

Veranstalterinnen:

Prof. Dr. Susanne Moraw

Prof. Dr. Natascha Sojc
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FAMILY AFFAIRS? THE INTERGENERATIONAL 
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Prof. Dr. Chrysanthi Gallou (University of Nottingham)

Intergenerational relations and interactions in Mycenaean cult and ritual (digital)

Anne Gürlach, M. A. (Universität Rostock) 

Xenokrateia, Aristonike und Co. – Die intergenerationelle Tradierung religiösen Wissens von Frauen am 

Beispiel attischer Weihreliefs

13:30 – 14:30 Uhr Mittagspause/ 1:30 pm – 2:30 pm Lunch-Break

Colleen Kron, PhD Candidate (The Ohio State University/ Stockholm University)

How to make your child a myth: Instructions from children’s epitaphs

Prof. Dr. Günther Schörner (Universität Wien)

Opfer für und mit Kindern: Ritualdarstellungen im römischen Nordafrika

16:00 – 16:30 Uhr Kaffeepause/ 4:00 pm – 4:30 pm Coffee-Break 

Prof. Dr. Ville Vuolanto (Universität Tampere) – Prof. Dr. April Pudsey (Manchester Metropolitan 

University)

Religious agency and socialization of children in Roman Oxyrhynchos

PD Dr. Susanne Moraw (Gastprofessur JFZ Universität Augsburg)

Wie erwarben spätantike Kinder und Jugendliche religiöses Wissen? Das Zeugnis der Bilder

Um 19:00 Uhr Abendessen in den Zeughausstuben/ At 07:00 pm dinner at the Zeughausstuben

Mit finanzieller Unterstützung des Jakob-Fugger-Zentrums der Universität Augsburg und der 

Gesellschaft der Freunde der Universität Augsburg e.V.
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BETWEEN TORAH AND HELLENISM: RABBINIC CONTOURS OF PATERNAL DUTIES VIS-À-

VIS IN LATE ANTIQUITIY

Prof. em. Dr. Hagith Sivan (The University of Kansas)

Rabbinic writings are quite clear about transgenerational transmission of knowledge, in its broadest

sense, from fathers to sons. Paternal responsibilities include teaching sons the Torah and an

income-bearing profession, finding a match and even teaching boys how to swim. The centrality of

the Torah in the Jewish lifecycle and transgenerational transmission of religious knowledge, so

clearly outlined in an all-male framework, has proven a bone of rabbinic contention when dealing

with male-female sharing of knowledge acquired solely through education.

The rare glimpses into rabbinic discussions regarding the education and educability of girls outline

two foundational contradictions: should fathers teach their daughters Greek, or not? How far does

paternal responsibility extend to ensuring the familiarity of daughters with the Torah, particularly with

the section dealing with suspected adultery?

In fact, all corpuses of late ancient rabbinic writings, the Mishnah, Tosefta and the Talmuds, contain

an entire order dedicated to matters bearing on a female Jew (Nashim). Its components range from

rules relating to widowhood, marriage contracts, vows, asceticism, suspected adultery, divorce and

betrothal. The tractate which relates most intimately to the female body, specifically to menstruation

(Niddah), belongs to the order of Purities (Toharot). This curious binary of body/society reflects the

ambiguity surrounding the education and educability of girls against the background of an

overwhelming concern regarding purity in rabbinic ideology of girlhood. We may also ask to what

extent were the subjects of these erudite rabbinic reflections, namely the girls/women themselves,

familiar with the niceties of such legal webs.

My talk focuses on the curious, perhaps even ironic, debates regarding two poles of rabbinic

contours of transgenerational knowledge: Torah and Greek. Besides examining the rabbinic

proponents of each side, those espousing and those opposing the acquisition of Greek, I analyze the

familial and communal contexts in which contradictory opinions regarding the female mind were

articulated. I am also asking how these discussions reflect rabbinic concepts of the manner of

transmitting to girls a palate of traditional values so vital to female Jewish identity.
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BETWEEN MYTH AND REALITY: CHILDREN’S RELIGIUS SOCIALISATION IN EARLY LATE 

BRONZE AGRE CRETE AND THERA

Dr. Ute Günkel-Maschek (Universität Heidelberg)

In this paper I will deal with aspects of religious education and socialisation of children from early

Late Bronze Age Crete and Thera. Given the lack of written sources on this topic, I will base my

considerations primarily on archaeological evidence and pictorial sources. I will begin with some brief

reflections on the practical side of the intergenerational transmission of religious knowledge: firstly by

providing an overview of Minoan sites of religious activity such as peak sanctuaries, cult caves,

palaces, or tombs; and secondly by drawing on the concept of the social and symbolic unity of the

Minoan "house" and the household accommodated therein over multiple generations, as proposed

by Jan Driessen.

I will then turn to representations of children engaged in religious acts. The girl known as the ‘Young

Priestess’ from the West House and a boy who participates as cupbearer in a processional scene

from Xesté 3 at Akrotiri, Thera, shall serve as case studies for an integrated analysis of religious rites

and the potentially associated transmission of religious knowledge that shaped the religious

socialisation of children in different age groups. Finally, I will look at children in mythological scenes

and assess what particular appeal they may have had in familiarising children not only with the

religious myths and beliefs of the time but also with their own religious roles and duties that were

anchored in them.
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EVIDENCE FOR INTERGENERATIONAL RITUAL PRACTICE? FINDINGS IN THE EXTRA-

URBAN SANCTUARY OF S. ANNA (AGRIGENTO)

Prof. Dr. Natascha Sojc (Universität Augsburg)

Archaeologically conclusive remains of an extra-urban sacred site were discovered in 1965 during

construction work on a private property in the Agrigento suburb of S. Anna. Without any literary

descriptions or inscriptions the sanctuary has been alternatively been interpretated by research as

a venue for women's worship of Demeter, i.e. as a Thesmophorion, as veneration place of chthonic

deities or alternatively as place for cultural encounters between the Greek settlers and the local

‘indigenous’ people in a religious setting.

New finds made during archaeological survey and excavations since 2014 have ascertained a

larger extension of the sacred area. The material ranging from the end of the sixth to the beginning

of the fourth c. B.C. derives above all from depositions. The stratigraphic contexts of votive material

and feasting remains reveal a tradition of ongoing ritual activities spanning at least one century, so

that the intergenerational transmission of religious knowledge presents itself bottom up at this site.

The paper will explore the potential of the archaeological findings in regard of a more specific grasp

of what sort of intergenerational interactions took place the extra-urban sanctuary.
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INTERGENERATIONAL RELATIONS AND INTERACTIONS IN MYCENAEN CULT AND RITUAL

Prof. Dr. Chrysanthi Gallou (University of Nottingham)

In his Republic (c. 375 BC) Plato broached the issue of the threat to society posed by the possibility

that the young generation might not adopt the wisdom, norms and values of that society, while also

acknowledging the enormous power of adults (in particular, fathers) to pass on and instil respect for

such values in the new generation. In this context, the study of intergenerational transmission of

religious knowledge and of the socialization of beliefs, values and practices that constitute a

religious tradition in the past, is an important yet under-examined area of research. Focusing on a

society more than 1000 years earlier than Plato’s, this paper aims to examine intergenerational

relations and interactions in the Mycenaean world, with a focus on the transmission of knowledge

and practices in the spheres of cult and ritual across generations.
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XENOKRATEIA, ARISTONIKE AND CO. - THE INTERGENERATIONAL TRANSMISSION OF

RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE BY WOMEN USING THE EXAMPLE OF ATTIC DEDICATION

RELIEFS

Anne Gürlach, M. A. (Universität Rostock) 

In my PhD-Project, I examine the active participation of girls and women in cultic acts in the public

sacred space of the ancient Greek world. The focus is on religious actions in the face of individual

motives that women of different ages carried out in the course of their lives due to their belonging to

the biological female sex and their biographically determined social identity. So I approach this topic

on the one hand from the occasion or via an aspect, on the other hand the focus is on the female

actor. This also requires a characterisation of the spheres of competence of the deities that can be

grasped as the intention of religious activity in each case and the associated expression of

performative cult practices and visual acts of communication on the part of the adorant women. The

evaluation of archaeological evidence in conjunction with epigraphic and literary documents forms

the essential basis for an intensive examination of the female actor and the social group of women

within the Greek religious system, from which a religious biography can be constructed on the basis

of a material femininity.

In my lecture, I would like to show, on the basis of archaeological material, and in particular on the

basis of preserved votive offerings from publicly accessible sanctuaries, to what extent religious

knowledge was transmitted across the individual phases of socialisation and how the concept of

material femininity I have outlined is reflected in the example of the visualisation of women of

different ages in Greek art. For this purpose, I will take a look at examples of classical dedication

reliefs with family representations, which in this case come predominantly from Attica and which are

to be located there in the extended context of one or more Kourotrophos deities (e.g. Aristonike

relief from Brauron and Xenokrateia relief from Neo-Phaliro).
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The figures shown on them are to be examined both in terms of their kinship or functional

relationship to each other and with a view to their interaction with regard to an age- and/or status-

overlapping transmission of religious knowledge. This material basis finally leads to three premises

that are to define the methodology of my exemplary analysis: (religious) biography – (biological) age

– (social) status.

Specific questions that can be concluded from the limited research object in relation to the

topic of the conference and which will primarily be asked in the context of my presentation are the

following:

• On the family situation: Were there kinship relations between the depicted figures and can

potential family structures be demonstrated on the archaeological votive material?

• On spatial location and social position: In what (public) function did the representatives of

such sometimes strongly divergent age and status groups act, especially with regard to the

urban sanctuary as the place of action?

• On the transmission of religious knowledge: Do fathers/mothers or older (non-)relatives

interfere in coming-of-age rituals in the sacral-ritual acts of younger people or do they only

follow their elders without being asked to do so?

• On active or passive participation in ritual and ritual acts: Did unmarried girls or young women

actively participate on rituals in the sacred space or do they only passively take part in urban

ritual events in the socialisation phases before their marriage and thus before their socio-

spatial transition from parental to marital oikos, i.e. during childhood, adolescence and even

in bridal age?
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HOW TO MAKE YOUR CHILD A MYTH: INSTRUCTIONS FROM CHILDRENS’S EPITAPHS

Colleen Kron, PhD Candidate (The Ohio State University/ Stockholm University)

This paper considers inscribed epitaphs for Roman children as a mechanism for the intergenerational

transmission of religious knowledge. Funerary monuments have long been understood as repositories

for the preservation and communication of memory, consolation, cultural identity, and social status. But

some longer verse epitaphs also transmitted complex mythological or religious ideas about the

eschatological prospects of the deceased.

Three case-studies illustrate the phenomenon of epitaphs in which “children” make extraordinary

claims about their eschatological experiences: (1) a Greek stele for Julia, who became the goddess

Hekate; (2) a bilingual monument for Eutychos, now among the stars, and (3) a Latin epitaph for

Bassa, kidnapped by Pluto. Because these stones were set up in family tombs and frequently visited

by the family members of the deceased child, they provided accessible and durable sources of

information for ideas about the afterlife and the experiences of the dead. Furthermore, because these

stones preport to “speak” in the voice of children, they might have provided particular points of contact

with the living children who encountered them, further facilitating the transmission of ideas to

subsequent generations of viewers.

However, many previous studies have questioned if mythological or eschatological narratives like these

ought to be taken as allegories, symbols, or exhibitions of paideia, rather than serious expressions of

religious beliefs (e.g., Zanker and Ewald 2012; Koortbojian 1995). This paper takes a different

approach to the epitaph as a source of religious ideas: by asking how these stones, and the texts they

carried, engaged actively with the lived religious experiences of viewers to afford religious belief in the

transformation of girl into goddess or son into star.
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To do so, this paper adapts psychologist James J. Gibson’s (1979) concept of affordances to

conceptualize a tripartite system for each of the case-study epitaphs: the locational affordances of

necropolis-as-medium; the material affordances of the stele-as-substance; and the narrative

affordances of textual narratives-as-surfaces. Taken together, these affordances comprise an

ecology—a space in which those people who encountered the stones might acquire belief in

extraordinary tales. The theory of affordances is productive for understanding the intergenerational

transmission of extraordinary claims because it permits the stele’s potential meanings to shift based

on the perspective of the viewer, rather than allowing only one possible meaning to be decoded and

ascribed to the stele’s creator. Moreover, conceptualizing narratives as surfaces that mediate

between object and experience highlights the specific narrative veracity mechanisms (a concept

adapted from Davidsen 2016) that can afford religious belief even for narratives intended by their

authors to be fictional.

Centering “children’s” voices, and identifying the specific material and narrative strategies by which

these narrative generated belief in their eschatological experiences, moves away from traditional,

decontextualized thematic or aesthetic understandings of epitaphs with extraordinary claims (e.g.,

Lattimore 1942; Wypustek 2013) and offers new insights into the way that material texts generated

and maintained religious belief in the ancient Mediterranean.
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SACRIFICES FOR AND WITH CHILDREN: RITUAL REPRESENTATIONS IN ROMAN NORTH 

AFRICA

Prof. Dr. Günther Schörner (Universität Wien)

Numerous stelae for Saturn have been preserved from Roman North Africa, which so far played a

rather minor role in the discussion of how children were represented in the Roman Empire. In the

lecture, iconographic evidence for the presence and participation of children in sacrifices in the cult

of Saturn will first be shown, including a discussion of the different functions and contexts of action

as well as options for pictorial rendering. In addition, the question of the fundamental role of children

in the cult of Saturn is shortly addressed.

In a second part, based on recent work in the field of Cognitive Science of Religion, the question is

addressed why the participation of children in sacrifices, as explicitly thematized on Saturn stelae, is

not only indispensable for the transmission of practical knowledge about rituals, but also of

theological knowledge in general.
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RELIGIOUS AGENCY AND SOCIALIZATION OF CHILDREN IN ROMAN OXYRHYNCHOS

Prof. Dr. Ville Vuolanto (Universität Tampere) –

Prof. Dr. April Pudsey (Manchester Metropolitan University)

Our presentation stems from a long research collaboration focusing mainly on papyrological texts

from the Romano-Egyptian city of Oxyrhynchos. Our research project aims at reconstructing lives

and concerns of children and young people in an ancient city, by systematically examining the

edited Greek documentary and literary papyri pertaining to the city and its region. We have

collected a database containing some seven hundred documents which directly refer to the

activities or concerns of children and young people. For the present paper we will present material

(mainly papyrological, but also some objects of material culture) related to children and young

people’s religious lives, with a special attention to aspects related to socialization processes, and to

the extent to which they acted in response to, or in transgression of, expectations placed upon

them – this, we hope, would led to a ‘childist perspective’, drawing its basis from the youth studies

in general and from the concept of agency more particularly.
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HOW DID LATE ANTIQUE CHILDREN LEARN RELIGION? THE PICTORIAL EVIDENCE

PD Dr. Susanne Moraw (Gastprofessur JFZ Universität Augsburg)

The paper will present the first results of an analysis of late antique (ca. 200-600 CE) images of

children and adolescents in a religious context in its broadest sense. Religions involved are the

traditional Roman religion (now called pagan), so-called mystery-religions, Judaism, and

Christianity. Keeping in mind that images are never just reproductions of reality but rather

reflections of ideology, the results of the iconographic analysis may be summarized as follows:

1) Strictly passive way of learning religion: Grave monuments for young children prove that they

were attributed a religious identity already at birth. That applies for so-called mystery religions as

well as for Judaism and Christianity. Sometimes, this identity is inscribed onto the child’s body.

2) Learning religion via practice: According to the images, free-born children learn by imitating their

parents, slave children by following their masters’ instructions. Only free-born children acquire true

ritual mastery, e. g. knowing how to pray on their own.

3) Learning religious theory, via teaching: very rarely depicted, despite its relevance for so-called

book religions, i. e. Judaism and Christianity. This kind of teaching conveyed a knowledge of the

Scriptures through reading, memorizing, and explaining.

4) Learning via historical examples: Stemming from the Roman (and foremost political) tradition of

the exempla maiorum and now related to exemplary religious behavior. Extremely popular in book

religions. There are lots of exemplary youthly figures from the Scriptures and the apocrypha,

represented in literature as well as in images, meant to be role models for children and

adolescents.


