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Sustainability – the term is in vogue, the issue is omnipresent and the need for it is obviously 
great. The keyword “sustainability” is used with regard to environmental pollution and the 
climate crisis, but also to geopolitical changes or in the context of economic change. 

The term and the idea of sustainability were coined as early as in the 18th century, in forestry: 
the aim was to cut down only as much wood as could grow back so that the forest would be 
available for future use and retain its value in the long run. This conviction has long since 
been removed from the forestry context, developed further and found its way into science. 

Nowadays, sustainability is commonly understood as a mere “ethical principle”; it especially 
wants to evoke responsibility for the people living today, combined with responsibility for 
future generations. However, this principle does not only apply to politics, but also to the 
actions of each individual and is not limited to environmental protection and nature 
conservation, but also concerns the areas of ecology, economy and social affairs, for example. 

Many countries have now developed a sustainability policy based on this principle – as a 
network in which the individual policy areas (e.g., economy, energy, domestic and foreign 
policy) can no longer be viewed separately from each other, but are linked together and 
should be developed in a balanced way. Education policy also has an important part to play in 
this. The term “Education for Sustainable Development” (ESD) was coined at the UN 
Conference on the Environment in Rio de Janeiro in 1992; according to this, education should 
enable people to actively, independently and responsibly shape the future in a globalized 
world. ESD is particularly concerned with emphasizing the three dimensions of environment, 
society and economy in their complexity and interdependence. 

Consequently, educational media also play a significant role in ESD. In many countries 
around the world, ESD is a cross-sectional topic in numerous school subjects, both printed 
and digital teaching materials address the topic in a variety of ways; even entire textbooks 
deal with the subject. Political actors such as the German Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research as well as non-governmental organizations provide free educational materials. ESD 
is the subject of educational media for all ages, in formal contexts (e.g., nurseries, schools, 
vocational training, universities) as well as in non-formal and informal contexts (e.g., adult 



education courses or programs offered by political parties, religious communities and 
independent initiatives). 

However, sustainability also affects providers of educational media as a production principle 
in two respects: 

Firstly, in relation to the longer-term usability of the media with regard to their content and 
their didactic-methodological design – in other words, to design educational media in such a 
way that they do not become outdated and have to be replaced within a very short time, but 
can be used over a longer period of time, supplemented e.g. by free additional materials or 
digital links if necessary; 

Secondly, in terms of the materiality of the media itself, for example the paper used, the 
electricity and battery consumption of digital offerings and also the availability and 
accessibility on simple, inexpensive devices. 

This year’s Annual Conference of the International Society for Research on Textbooks 
and Educational Media will focus on precisely this topic: Sustainability and Educational 
Media. The following aspects and questions will be explored in both keynotes and 
contributions on individual aspects as well as in poster sessions: 

Sustainability as topic/subject in educational media: 

• for formal education, e.g. for different types of schools (nursery, primary school, 
secondary school, vocational school, universities), for cross-sectional teaching and for 
subject-related didactics (e.g., geography, biology, chemistry, physics, first language 
teaching, foreign language teaching, theology, religious studies, pedagogy, political 
education, economics, technology); 

• for non-formal and informal education (e.g., adult education courses or programs offered 
by state, non-state and religious educational institutions, by researchers or by private 
individuals, for various age groups). 

Contributions on a wide variety of media formats are welcome, both from a current and a 
historical perspective. 

Sustainability of educational media content and methods: 

• the consistency and constancy of educational media content and methods in the face of 
permanent knowledge change (e.g., strategies for presenting permanent or at least 
longer-valid knowledge in print form and supplementing this with links to current 
websites or additional updated workbooks). 

Sustainability as a material characteristic of educational media: 

• the pure materiality of educational media from an ecological point of view (e.g., 
environmental friendliness, recyclability); 

• the easy accessibility of (digital) media (e.g. on free or inexpensive devices). 



For these two aspects, reports and reflections from publishers, but also from other 
initiatives committed to the sustainability of educational media, e.g. on the topic of print 
and/or digitization and on the spectrum of compatibility of different systems, are welcome. 

As a part of this conference, IGSBi’s “Reading Primers Special Interest Group” is planning to 
organize a special panel on sustainability in and of primers in the three interpretations 
mentioned above. From the specific perspective of the primer, we are particularly interested in 
papers that firstly address the sustainability of materials for learners and teachers, possibly 
going beyond pure reading instruction and making connections to other subjects (e.g., 
geography and history); that secondly deal with the sustainability of new content, methods, 
and formats; or thirdly, that shed light on the materiality, use, and lifespan of primers. 
Contributions on both contemporary and historical primers are welcome, as well as 
perspectives from different disciplines. 

The conference languages will be German and English. 

Educational scientists, experts on (subject) didactics, teachers and persons working in other 
educational institutions who research on and/or work with educational media, as well as 
developers, editors and publishers of educational media, are cordially invited to submit a 
paper. 

Two types of proposals are welcome: for contributions and for posters. 
Contributions in plenary sessions: 20 minutes; 
Presentation of posters (DIN A0) in a poster session in the foyer: 3 to 5 minutes. 

For both, please submit an abstract in German and/or English with a maximum of 2,000 
characters (including spaces) by 15 April 2024 at the latest to the Chair of the Society, 
Prof. Dr. Eva Matthes (University of Augsburg, Germany). 

Email: eva.matthes@phil.uni-augsburg.de 

Please also provide some brief information about yourself (title, current occupation, focus 
of research, if applicable). 

You will receive re-enrolment on the acceptance or rejection of your proposal by 15 May 
2024 at the latest. 

For the registration modalities see the homepage of the Society: www.textbook-society.com 
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