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Dr. Schmitz-Zerres has been Research Assistant in the DFG Graduate College “Vorsorge, 

Voraussicht, Vorhersage. Kontingenzbewältigung durch Zukunftshandeln” [“Provision, Fore-

sight, Prediction. Coping with Contingency by Dealing with Future”] at the University of Duis-

burg-Essen from 2013 to this day. In this context she wrote her doctoral thesis, which was 

published this year under the title “Die Zukunft erzählen. Inhalte und Entstehungsprozesse 

von Zukunftsnarrationen in Geschichtsbüchern von 1950 bis 1995” [“Telling the Future. Con-

tent and Formation Processes of Future Narratives in History Textbooks from 1950 to 1955”] 

in the publishing house Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, as Supplement No. 18 to the journal 

Zeitschrift für Geschichtsdidaktik [Journal for Didactics of History]. 

 

For this publication, the International Society for Research on Textbooks and Educa-

tional Media e.V. (IGSBi) awards to Dr. Sabrina Schmitz-Zerres the Arsen-Djurović-Prize 

for Historical Research on Textbooks 2019. 

 

In her doctoral thesis, Mrs. Schmitz-Zerres examines the content and the formation process 

of narratives about the future in textbooks from the Federal Republic of Germany and from 

the German Democratic Republic between 1950 and 1995. Therefore she considered 223 His-

tory textbooks from the Federal Republic and eight from the GDR – more were not approved 

between 1949 and 1990. 
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For the following reasons, the jury regards the submitted publication as praiseworthy: 

First, Mrs. Schmitz-Zerres presents an innovative content analysis of the narratives about the 

future in these textbooks, integrating also linguistic and literary methods. 

Second, she analyzes not only the content, but turns towards the production process of text-

books in the second part of the study – a topic, which has mostly been neglected in the field 

of (historical) research on textbooks. Based on meticulous work in archives and on semi-

structured interviews, she traces the interaction of publishing house managers, editors, au-

thors, and the experts in the responsible ministries during the development process of the 

authors’ texts from a praxeological perspective. Quasi as a by-product, the different pro-

cesses in a liberal and in a totalitarian system become obvious by the comparison between 

the Federal Republic of Germany and the GDR, although Mrs. Schmitz-Zerres can also iden-

tify negotiation processes in the latter, yet within the framework of a politically and ideolog-

ically determined hierarchical structure and control system. 

Third, Mrs. Schmitz-Zerres makes an important contribution to textbook theory in general 

by emphasizing the special medial logic of textbooks; based on the results of her analysis, she 

tries to identify the genre-specific logic of authors’ texts in History textbooks. 

 

We express our warm congratulations to Dr. Sabrina Schmitz-Zerres for her innovative 

achievements in the field of historical research on textbooks and the therefore bestowed 

Arsen-Djurović-Prize! 


