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The	 6th	 TED	 will	 take	 place	 this	 year	 on	 Friday,	 July	 17th,	
2020.	The	main	theme	is	"Teaching	Transhumanism".	Among	
other	things,	it	is	about	the	interfaces	between	human	being/	
physicality/naturalness	 on	 the	 one	 hand	 and	
technology/artificiality/materiality	 on	 the	 other.	 Topics	 such	
as	 the	 future	 of	 mankind,	 artificial	 intelligence,	 life	 in	 the	
technological	 age	 or	 virtual	worlds	will	 be	 addressed.	 These	
and	 other	 facets	 of	 post-/transhumanism	 are	 thematised	 in	
visual	 fiction,	 novels,	 plays,	 short	 stories,	movies,	 TV	 series,	
documentaries,	 songs,	music	 videos,	 among	 others,	 and	 are	
(perhaps)	suitable	for	use	in	English	lessons.	
	
In	 our	 plenary	 talks	 and	 workshops,	 we	 will	 examine	 the	
framework	topic	of	 transhumanism	from	both	academic	and	
practical	perspectives.	We	will	go	deeper	into	transhumanism	
with	 its	 ideologies	 and	 dangers,	 both	 seen	 in	 literature	 and	
the	 current	 Corona-COVID-19	 crisis.	 Also,	 conference	
participants	will	 have	 the	 opportunity	 to	 deal	with	 different	
facets	of	the	conference	topic	by	attending	a	diverse	range	of	
workshops,	 talking	 about	 practical	 implementation	
possibilities	and	best	practice	examples.	

	
The	 6th	 TED	 aims	 to	 provide	 insights	 into	 the	 world	 of	
transhumanism	 and	 intends	 to	 offer	 some	 answers	 to	 the	
question	 of	 how	 EFL	 teachers	 can	 teach	 transhumanism	 for	
the	benefit	of	their	learners.	
We	invite	you	to	join	us	on	July	17th	for	an	inspiring	teacher	
conference	…	

	
Due	 to	 the	 current	 situation,	 the	 conference	 will	
unfortunately	have	to	be	digital.	It	will	be	made	available	via	
asynchronous	 Power	 Point	 presentations	 with	 audio	
commentary	 on	 the	 homepage	 of	 English	Didactis	 from	 July	
17th,	2020.	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	

Welcome	Address	&	Introduction	of	Plenary	
Speakers	and	Workshop	Hosts	
	
	
	
	
Transhumanism	in	Language	Teaching	
Prof.	Dr.	Engelbert	Thaler	
	
Transhumanism	-	More	than	Human?	
Prof.	Dr.	Klaus	Bredl	
	
Posthumanism	and	Literary	Learning:		
Lessons	in	Relatability	
Assoc.	-	Prof.	Dr.	Roman	Bartosch		
	
	
	
	
Trans-	and	Posthumanism	as	Topics	for	English	
Language	Education	
Prof.	Dr.	Werner	Delanoy	
	
Please,	Download	Your	Identity	Here.	–	
Transhumanism	and	the	Concept	of	Identity	as	
Promising	Topics	for	EFL	Classrooms	
Dr.	Stefanie	Fuchs	
	
“Forever	young!	I	want	to	be	forever	young!”	–			
Teaching	Yuval	Noah	Harari’s	“Homo	Deus”	
StR	i.	K.	Arthur	Haberlach	
	
John	Lanchester’s	“The	Wall”	in	the	Advanced	
Language	Classroom	
Prof.	Dr.	Peter	Hohwiller	
	
	
	

	
	
	



	
	

	
Prof.	Dr.	Engelbert	Thaler	
(University	of	Augsburg)	
“The	human	species	can,	if	it	wishes,	transcend	itself“	(Huxley	1957).	
This	 presentation	 attempts	 to	 give	 a	 first	 survey	 of	 teaching	
transhumanism	in	English	language	classes.	It	will	look	at	terminology	
(so	 many	 –isms),	 issues	 (from	 A	 like	 artificial	 intelligence	 to	 Z	 like	
zombie),	 media	 (novels,	 plays,	 poems,	 short	 stories,	 non-fiction,	
films,	 TV	 series,	 songs,	 music	 videos,	 docus	 etc.),	 benefits	 (“Why	
transhumanism?	–	 “What	 else?“),	 and	 challenges	 (hype	or	 hubris?).	
Let’s	 find	 out	 whether	 transhumanism	 is	 really	 „the	 world’s	 most	
dangerous	 idea“	 (Fukuyama	 2009)	 –	 or	 rather	 a	 “movement	 that	
epitomizes	 the	most	 daring,	 courageous,	 imaginative,	 and	 idealistic	
aspirations	of	humanity“	(Bailey	2004).				

	
	

Prof.	Dr.	Klaus	Bredl	
(University	of	Augsburg)	
Transhumanism	is	more	than	reflecting	on	upgrading	a	human	being	
beyond	its	currently	human	form	and	human	limitations	by	means	of	
science	and	technology.	Classified	between	utopia	and	dystopia,	the	
discussion	moves	 from	 achieving	 an	 eternal	 heaven	 with	 unlimited	
power	 and	 without	 deadly	 diseases	 to	 religious	 idealizations	 and	
tinfoil	 hat	 theories.	 It	 will	 also	 cover	the	 current	 Corona-COVID	 19	
crisis	 in	 relation	 to	 transhumanism.	 The	 presentation	 ends	 in	 a	
spiritual	 view	 on	 transhumanism	 and	 the	 following	 question:	 Is	
human	enhancement	a	smart	idea?	
	
	
Assoc.	–	Prof.	Dr.	Roman	Bartosch	
(University	of	Köln)	
Introducing	 and	drawing	 on	 recent	 theoretical	 developments	 in	 the	
field	 of	 posthumanist	 theory,	 my	 presentation	 interrogates	 the	
relevance	 of	 posthumanism	 for	 current	 debates	 on	 education,	
especially	 in	 the	 contexts	 of	 digitisation	 and	 inclusion.	 I	 will	 argue	
that	while	posthumanist	thinking	underlines	the	critical	and	reflective	
potentials	of	 technology	and	 the	dissolution	of	 clear-cut	boundaries	
of	 humans,	 animals,	 and	machines,	 our	 present	 educational	 reality	
comes	 closer	 to	 what	 in	 this	 debate	 is	 critically	 referred	 to	 as	
transhumanism.	 The	 aim	 of	 the	 presentation	 is	 to	 bring	 both	
perspectives	 into	 productive	 alignment	 and	 discuss	 pedagogical	
perspectives	 on	 learning	 through	 and	with	 literature	 in	 this	 regard:	
What	does	literature	tell	us	about	posthumanism	in	a	transhumanist	
world?	What	does	posthumanism	imply	for	our	notions	of	 literature	
and	literary	learning?	And	what	are	key	educational	objectives	to	be	
derived	from	this	perspective?		
	

	
	
	

Prof.	Dr.	Werner	Delanoy	
(University	of	Klagenfurt)	
In	my	workshop	the	phenomena	of	trans-	and	posthumanism	will	
be	 investigated	 both	 in	 theoretical	 and	 practical	 terms.	 	 First,	
attention	 will	 be	 drawn	 to	 different	 definitions	 of	 trans-	 and	
posthumanism	 and	 the	 main	 topics	 discussed	 in	 the	 debates	
around	these	terms.	Secondly,	I	will	focus	on	the	phenomenon	of	
the	 cyborg	 and	 forms	 of	 artificial	 intelligence	 that	 may	 even	
replace	humanity.	 Thirdly,	 human	 immortality	will	 be	presented	
as	 one	 of	 the	 aims	 of	 technological	 transhumanists.	 Here,	 two	
young	adult	novels	will	be	introduced	which	are	focussed	on	this	
theme,	namely	Neil	Shusterman’s	Scythe	(2016)	and	his	follow-up	
Thunderhead	 (2018).	 Finally,	 Spike	 Jonze’s	 film	 Her	 with	 its	
treatment	 of	 love	 relationships	 between	 humans	 and	machines	
will	be	suggested	as	a	text	for	classroom	exploration.	Let	me	just	
add	that	workshop	participants	are	kindly	asked	to	watch	the	film	
before	the	TED-conference.		
	
	
Dr.	Stefanie	Fuchs	
(LMU	Munich)	
Technological	means	represent	a	wide	range	of	possible	changes	
for	 us:	 it	 seems	 as	 if	 everything	 is	 possible.	 What	 do	 all	 these	
developments	mean	for	our	future?	In	this	workshop	we	explore	
the	relationship	between	identity	concepts	and	technology.	After	
a	glimpse	at	theoretical	aspects,	we	take	a	closer	look	at	possible	
unit	plans	and	teaching	materials.		
	
	
StR	i.	K.	Arthur	Haberlach	
(Gymnasium	der	Abtei	Schäftlarn)	
Yuval	 Noah	 Harari	 introduces	 his	 outlook	 into	 tomorrow	 as	
follows:	“For	generation	after	generation	humans	have	prayed	to	
every	 god,	 angel	 and	 saint,	 and	 have	 invented	 countless	 tools,	
institutions	and	social	systems	–	but	they	continued	to	die	in	their	
millions	 from	 starvation,	 epidemics	 and	 violence”	 (Harari.	 2017.	
Homo	Deus).	Based	on	this	unmasking	of	the	“Three”	Horsemen	
of	 the	 Apocalypse,	 the	 workshop	 will	 offer	 possibilities	 of	
introducing	students	to	these	obstacles	 in	our	path	to	becoming	
transhuman	“homines	dei”.	It	will,	however,	not	only	rely	on	the	
works	 of	 Harari.	 In	 an	 effort	 to	 use	 a	 broad	 variety	 of	 both	
suitable	 and	 exciting	 sources,	 the	 workshop	 will	 present	 songs,	
fictional	and	non-fictional	texts	as	well	as	videos	and	current	pop-
cultural	influences,	ranging	from	Alphaville	to	Marvel’s	Cinematic	
Universe,in	order	 to	equip	 students	with	 the	necessary	 tools	on	
their	journey	through	the	21st	century	–	or	even	beyond	it.	

	

	
	
Prof.	Dr.	Peter	Hohwiller	
(University	of	Paderborn)	
The	 past	 decade	 has	 shown	 that	 dystopian	 fiction	 is	 alive	 and	
kicking	 and	 has	 more	 to	 offer	 than	Brave	 New	 World	and	1984.	
Rather	 unsurprisingly,	 some	 new	 titles,	 for	 example	The	 Hunger	
Games,	have	already	found	their	way	into	the	classroom.	And	John	
Lanchesters	 2019	 novel	The	 Wall,	 longlisted	 for	 the	 Man	 Booker	
prize,	certainly	has	many	ticks	 in	the	right	didactic	boxes,	too:	 it	 is	
short,	 linguistically	 accessible	 for	Sekundarstufe	 II	courses,	 and	 it	
deals	 with	 a	 topic	 of	 global	 concern:	 climate	 change.	 In	 this	
workshop,	 the	didactic	potential	 and	 the	 classroom	application	of	
Lanchester’s	novel	will	be	discussed.	It	is	not	necessary	to	read	The	
Wall	beforehand.	
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