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Visa ENGLISH 

 
 

Do I need a visa? 

 
Your nationality is what decides if you will need a visa as an exchange student in Germany. How you apply for 
your visa and how much time you need to plan for this depends on the country you live in. 
 
Depending on your nationality, one of the following conditions will apply to you: 
 

- You do not need a visa, neither for entering Germany nor for your whole stay. 
(i.e. if you have German citizenship or citizenship within the European Union) 
 

- You do not need a visa for entering Germany. Within the first 3 months after your arrival you must 
apply for a residence permit. 
 

- You need a visa for entering Germany. You have two options: 
o You apply for a visa for your whole stay. 
o You will arrive in Germany with a visa for 3 months / part of your stay and must apply for a 

residence permit before your visa expires. 
 

 
 
Please note: 
 
The WeltWeit Team cannot give you legally effective information regarding visa regulations. 
 
You are required to take care of visa formalities yourself. Your contact partner is the German embassy in 
the country that you live in. 
 
 
 
 
Before contacting the German embassy, get in touch with your coordinator at your home university, who most 
likely has experience with such matters, and might be able to give you some helpful tips. 
 
If you are looking for a contact person at the University of Augsburg for questions regarding your visa, please 
contact our colleague Ramona Krünes (Hochschulbetreuungsstelle; service center for legal matters within the 
immigration office, https://www.uni-augsburg.de/de/portal/internationals/hochschulbetreuungsstelle/). 
 
 

When do I apply for my visa? 

 
Apply for your visa immediately after you receive your letter of admission via email. 
Don’t waste any time! Your exchange stay will begin in just a few months, and depending on your country, you 
may be faced with a longer waiting period. If you receive your visa too late, it may not be possible for you to take 
part in the exchange program. 
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Health Insurance ENGLISH 

 

Health insurance is mandatory! 
All students are legally obliged to have a valid health insurance in Germany. 
 
This means that as an exchange student, you are required to take out health insurance with valid coverage for 
your entire stay. Without a valid health insurance you won’t be able to enroll at a German university. In addition, it 
may be necessary to have a separate insurance policy for your journey to Germany (prior to enrollment). 
 
 

Which kind of insurance coverage is necessary for the enrollment? 

 
In order to enroll at a German university and to apply for a residence permit, you must take out a health insurance 
that meets the following requirements: 
 

1) Your insurance is valid for your whole stay. 
2) Your coverage has no financial limit. 
3) The following medical care is included: 

o outpatient treatment (= in a doctor’s office) 
o stationary treatment (= in a hospital, overnight) 
o treatment at a dentist’s office 

o medications 

 
 

What are the types of health insurance in Germany? 

 
There are two types of health insurance in Germany: statutory and private. As a student you must normally be 
insured by statutory health insurance. Only in exceptional cases may you be able to be insured privately! 
 
If you are statutorily insured, you are not required to pay for checkups at a doctor’s office or treatments in a 
hospital. This insurance also covers the expenses of many medications. With statutory health insurance, you are 
also insured throughout Europe, as well as Schengen countries. 
 
For foreign students private health insurance may seem like the best option at first, since it is significantly cheaper 
than statutory health insurance plans. However, private health insurance plans are based on the principle of 
reimbursement of expenses. This means that you must be prepared to pay for all the expenses of medical 
treatments and medications yourself. Part of these costs may be reimbursed by the insurance agency, but the 
reimbursement may take up to one year. 
 
We strongly suggest that you take out German statutory health insurance! 
 
 
 

When and how may I take out health insurance?  

 
If you need a visa, please then remember: in order to apply for a visa, you need a valid health insurance 
beforehand. If you do not need a visa, you have more time to attend to this. 
 
Generally, it is possible to take out health insurance prior to your arrival in Germany. Most health insurance firms 
offer the possibility to register for an insurance plan online. 
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Important information for students who need a visa 

 
The German embassy will give you information on health insurance according to the needs for obtaining a visa. 
Keep in mind this does not mean that this type of insurance will be accepted for enrollment or a residence 
permit! 
 
The health insurance requisites in order to obtain a visa are usually minor compared to those needed in order to 
be enrolled at a university in Germany, or to obtain a residence permit. 
 
If possible, take out health insurance that meets all of the relevant requirements beforehand. Statutory health 
insurance is the best choice in terms of maintaining the required insurance coverage in Augsburg (for enrollment 
and also in the case of a residence permit). 
 
 

Important information for students who do not need a visa  

 
If you are allowed to enter Germany without a visa, you are not required to take out health insurance before your 
residence permit. 
 
As soon as you arrive in Augsburg, you must take out health insurance to be able to enroll at the University of 
Augsburg. We strongly recommend that you take out statutory health insurance. 
 
Furthermore, we recommend that you take out a voluntary travel insurance. This way, you are insured for your 
journey, arrival, and first few days in Augsburg until you take out insurance 2-5 days after your arrival. 

 


