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What is Open Access?

“By “open access” to [peer-reviewed research 

literature], we mean its free availability on the 

public internet, permitting any users to read, 

download, copy, distribute, print, search, or 

link to the full texts of these articles, crawl them 

for indexing, pass them as data to software, or 

use them for any other lawful purpose, without 

financial, legal, or technical barriers other than 

those inseparable from gaining access to the 

internet itself.”

(Budapest Open Access Initiative, https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/boai-10-recommendations)

https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/boai-10-recommendations


Why use OA research publications?



Books Journals Dissertations

DOAB

(Directory of OA Books)

Google Books

DOAJ

(Directory of OA Journals)

BASE (Germany)

EThOS (UK)

DART-Europe E-theses Portal (EU)

Open Access Theses & Diss (USA)

Digitised materials Search engines (Subject-) repositories

German Digital Library

Europeana

Digital Collections Bavaria

BASE

CORE

OAPEN

Open DOAR

OPUS (Augsburg University)

ArXiv

PubMedCentral

RePEc (Economics)

Social Science Research Network

econbiz

How do I find Open Access publications?



How do I find Open Access publications?

▪ DOAB https://www.doabooks.org/

▪ DOAJ https://doaj.org/

▪ OAPEN https://www.oapen.org/

▪ BASE https://www.base-search.net/

▪ CORE https://core.ac.uk/

▪ Deutsche Digitale Bibliothek https://www.deutsche-digitale-

bibliothek.de/?lang=en

▪ OPUS https://opus.bibliothek.uni-augsburg.de/

https://www.doabooks.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://www.oapen.org/
https://www.base-search.net/
https://core.ac.uk/
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/?lang=en
https://opus.bibliothek.uni-augsburg.de/


▪ Information about Open Access tools for specific

subject areas: https://open-

access.network/en/information/subject-specific-

open-access 

▪ Found an important article? No online access? 

Maybe you can find a version online via the

Open Access Button or unpaywall:

https://openaccessbutton.org/

https://unpaywall.org/

Which other tools are available?

https://openaccessbutton.org/
https://unpaywall.org/


▪ Fulltext version (Final version? Page numbers?)

▪ Licence for reuse

▪ Link for the bibliography (URN? DOI?)

▪ Source (Quality?)

What should I look out for?



Which versions of a journal article exist?

Preprint Draft. Submitted version of a research article, prior to peer review.

Postprint Accepted Manuscript (AAM). Final, corrected and peer reviewed version of the article, without the

publisher’s branding. Often without page numbers (or starting at 1).

Final version Proofs; Version of Record (VoR). The type-set and formatted version of the article as it appears 

online or in the print journal (including the proofs).

Postprint Final version



Services offered by the library www.uni-a.de/to/openaccess

OA publishing: green

− Self-archiving service, incl. rights checks, publisher enquiries and scan service

OA publishing: diamond

− Publishing via our institutional repository (OPUS), e.g. dissertations, series, working

papers, reports … (https://opus.bibliothek.uni-augsburg.de/)

OA publishing: gold

− Publisher agreements

− DEAL with Wiley and Springer

− PubliQation

− Subsidies via DFG, „young researchers“ fund and funding for the advancement of women

OA publishing

− Publication lists, incl. plugin for the website (individuals and research groups)

− Guidance & support covering journals, contracts, licences …

http://www.uni-a.de/to/openaccess
https://opus.bibliothek.uni-augsburg.de/


Open Access Myth? Busted!

There are no Open Access 

publications in my research area

and in repositories you can only

find preprints.

Open Access is already much more 

widespread than you might think and 

quite often you can also access final, 

published versions online (e.g. due to

publisher permissions or the German 

self-archiving law).



Referat Open Access & Publizieren

Sonja Härkönen

(0821) 598 - 5403

openaccess@bibliothek.uni-augsburg.de

https://www.uni-augsburg.de/de/organisation/bibliothek/publizieren-zitieren-archivieren/open-access/

Coffee Lectures in the Wintersemester 2022/23

Monday, 24 October 2022 Gold, green, diamond – the colours of Open Access

Tuesday, 25 October 2022 Who pays for what? Open Access and finances

Wednesday, 26 October 2022 All online, freely available! Our self-archiving service

Thursday, 27 October 2022 Visible on your website! Our publication lists service

Friday, 28 October 2022 Who’s allowed to do what? Copyright and licences

Wednesday, 9 November 2022 Research data management – what is it?

Wednesday, 23 November 2022 Education – online and open for all!

Wednesday, 7 December 2022 Spoiled for choice – journals and quality

Wednesday, 21 December 2022 Online, but where? Research tools for Open Access

Wednesday, 11 January 2023 Your thesis – 4 routes to publication

Wednesday, 25 January 2023 Searched and found! Research tools for research data

Wednesday, 8 February 2023 Listing, linking, networking – ORCIDs, GNDs and more

www.uni-a.de/to/openaccess

https://www.uni-augsburg.de/de/organisation/bibliothek/publizieren-zitieren-archivieren/open-access/
http://www.uni-a.de/to/openaccess

