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WHAT?  

The project explores primary school English teachers’ beliefs on the use of coursebooks for 

teaching English as a foreign language. The study aims to identify factors influencing 

teachers' perceptions toward the roles the coursebook plays in language teaching and learning. 

Some of the research questions include “Do you use a coursebook to teach English? Why? 

Why not?”, “What alternative/supplementary materials do you implement?”, What makes a 

good coursebook? 

WHY?  

While the quality of EFL coursebooks has improved dramatically in recent years, the process 

of selecting an appropriate coursebook has not become any easier for most teachers. The rich 

palette of coursebooks makes their careful selection, adaptation and supplementation more 

essential. Although coursebooks provide English teachers with several advantages in the 

classroom, such as providing guidelines, system, security, the majority of primary school 

English teachers still prefers teaching by means of self-designed materials instead of 

coursebooks. Bearing in mind that preparing personal teaching materials for primary school 

context is quite time-consuming, the teachers’ arguments for their choice must be explored to 

optimize English language teaching.   

WHO? / WHERE?  

The target group of the research project is consisted of primary school English teachers in 

Bavaria. 

HOW?  

Questionnaires and interviews were implemented as research instruments. The questionnaire 

was available in both digital and print format. The guided interviews were conducted with 

teachers either personally or by telephone. The participating secondary schools conducted the 
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research and returned the completed questionnaires within the period from November to 

December 2012. 

PREPARATORY STEPS 

During her advanced seminars entitled “Materials Analysis and Development for Primary 

School English Teachers”, the future project manager had collected abundant prior experience 

regarding the theoretical and practical aspects of the research focus. To this end, she 

cooperated with experts from publishing houses, teachers and student teachers to analyze 

current coursebooks for teaching English at Bavarian primary schools.  

OUTCOMES 

The project was successfully completed by the project manager Dr. Sahin and project 

assistant Mr. Strobelt. Mr. Strobelt received the opportunity to conduct the study to write his 

M.A. thesis in the field of Master of Education. Several steps were taken to achieve our goals:  

• The project was promoted at the conference Tag der Englishdidaktik at our university. 

• The project assistant was given a chance to give a presentation about his study in the 

relevant advance seminar of the project manager to get feedback from students.  

• The project manager was invited to the University of Oxford, UK to give a 

presentation on the research results in July 2017. (11th Oxford Education Research 

Symposium, 31 July & 1 August 2017 at St John’s College, Oxford)  

• The project was presented by means of a scientific poster at the University of Oxford.  

• The project results were published in the conference proceedings of the University of 

Oxford as well as in an international journal (s. List of Publications)  

 

11th Oxford Education Research Symposium, 31 July & 1 August 2017 at St John’s College, Oxford 

Dr. Senem Şahin (Augsburg University) and Prof. Dr. David Martin (St John’s College)  
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