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Developing a Multilingual Identity in the Languages Classroom: From Theory to Practice 
 
In this talk I will draw on data from the Education strand of the MEITS project (Multilingualism: 
Empowering Individuals, Transforming Societies) which aims to investigate how 
multilingualism, and the extent to which one identifies as multilingual, influences additional 
language learning in schools. I will introduce a theorised framework for participative 
multilingual identity education, where the languages classroom is construed as a key site for 
identity negotiation. I will then present a rationale for and trace the development of an 
innovative programme of multilingual identity education which was implemented by teachers 
in language learning classrooms across four secondary schools in England. Both quantitative 
and qualitative data were collected longitudinally in order to trace the formation of students’ 
multilingual identity and to explore the effects of the intervention on their achievement, 
attitudes towards and engagement with language learning. Throughout the talk I will reflect 
on methodological issues relating to conducting such classroom-based research. Preliminary 
findings from the study suggest that students who develop a stronger multilingual identity 
have more positive views about the value of languages, report higher enjoyment of language 
learning, have greater self-efficacy and are more likely to decide to continue studying 
languages in the future. 
 
For more information about the broader MEITS project, see: www.meits.org 
For more information about the teaching resources, see: www.wamcam.org  
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