
                                                                                
 

Arguing Your Way to a Better Thesis 
 

(October 29 and 5 November, 10am–approx. 12am, University of Augsburg, Online) 
 
Arguments are critical to academic writing; in fact, it is argument all the way down. By way of 
example, a brief hypothetical: Let’s say you collect groundbreaking data over the course of your 
research, but when you finally write it up you fail to make the case for this data, to explain what 
it means and why it matters, and to persuade your audience that your explanation of the data 
is the best possible explanation. What happens to you? Your thesis fails, you don’t get 
published. Why? Not because you have necessarily failed as a scientist or as an academic 
thinker, but because you have failed as an academic writer—you did not stake and defend an 
argument.  
 
This two-part workshop will help you master argument in your own writing. On the first day, we 
will consider the general structure of effective academic arguments and how to test whether an 
argument is sound. We will also discuss the dialogic nature of academic writing and rhetorical 
strategies for breaking into the scholarly conversation on your topic. In the follow-up session, 
you will have the opportunity to trouble-shoot your own argumentative writing and to explore 
disciplinary differences in the make-up of arguments.  
 
The workshop will be taught by Carly Crane, MA, a Researcher at the Goethe University 
Frankfurt Writing Center. Carly has been working in writing centers—assisting student and 
professional writers and aiding the teaching of writing in the disciplines—for 8 years. Originally 
from North Dakota, USA, she has lived in Frankfurt since 2016, and worked in her current 
position since 2020.  
 
This workshop is part of the event series Schreiben in der Bildungsforschung [Writing in 
Educational Research] of the Netzwerk Wissenschaftliche Bildung [Network Scientific 
Education] and organized by Stefan T. Siegel, Julia Kantreiter, Melanie Haltenberger und Martin 
Daumiller. 
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