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What is Open Access?

“By “open access” to [peer-reviewed research 

literature], we mean its free availability on the 

public internet, permitting any users to read, 

download, copy, distribute, print, search, or 

link to the full texts of these articles, crawl them 

for indexing, pass them as data to software, or 

use them for any other lawful purpose, without 

financial, legal, or technical barriers other than 

those inseparable from gaining access to the 

internet itself.”

(Budapest Open Access Initiative, https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/boai-10-recommendations)

https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/boai-10-recommendations


Why publish Open Access?



Research funders and their open access policies

BMBF Mandate, embargo possible

Publication costs: funding possible

During the project: project funding

DFG desired: call to publish open access, ideally without

embargoes

Publication costs: funding possible

Horizon 

Europe

Mandate, no embargo allowed

Publication costs: Gold open access reimbursable

(excluding hybrid), only during project

https://www.uni-augsburg.de/de/organisation/bibliothek/publizieren-zitieren-archivieren/foerderrichtlinien/

https://www.bildung-forschung.digital/digitalezukunft/de/wissen/open-access/open-access-initiativen/open-access-initiativen
https://www.bildung-forschung.digital/digitalezukunft/de/wissen/open-access/open-access-initiativen/open-access-initiativen
https://www.dfg.de/foerderung/programme/infrastruktur/lis/open_access/unterstuetzung_forschende/index.html
https://www.dfg.de/foerderung/programme/infrastruktur/lis/open_access/unterstuetzung_forschende/index.html
https://erc.europa.eu/managing-project/open-science#publications
https://erc.europa.eu/managing-project/open-science#costs
https://www.uni-augsburg.de/de/organisation/bibliothek/publizieren-zitieren-archivieren/foerderrichtlinien/


Overview: the three most common Open Access colours

Diamond / Platinum:

- „Free in, free out.“

- no charges to authors

or readers

- subsidised by

organisations

- e.g. publication via a

repository

Green:

- self-archiving in an

institutional or subject

repository

- usually the post-print

- embargoes apply

Gold:

- immediate, publisher‘s version

- payment of an article

processing charge (APC)

- OA licence

- pure OA journals

- hybrid OA journals



▪ gold – original open access publication

▪ Publication costs can potentially covered by grant funding

▪ Some funders allow retrospective cost recovery

▪ Currently the University provides central subsidies

▪ Include open access costs in future grant applications

▪ green – (retrospective) open access self-archiving

▪ Free of charge

▪ Every journal has individual conditions and embargoes

▪ Support at the University available via our self-archiving service

Two options – gold and green



Services offered by the library www.uni-a.de/to/openaccess

OA publishing: green

− Self-archiving service, incl. rights checks, publisher enquiries and scan service

OA publishing: diamond

− Publishing via our institutional repository (OPUS), e.g. dissertations, series, working

papers, reports … (https://opus.bibliothek.uni-augsburg.de/)

OA publishing: gold

− Publisher agreements

− DEAL with Wiley and Springer

− PubliQation

− Subsidies via DFG, ‚young researchers‘ fund and funding for the advancement of women

OA publishing

− Publication lists, incl. plugin for the website (individuals and research groups)

− Guidance & support covering journals, contracts, licences …

http://www.uni-a.de/to/openaccess
https://opus.bibliothek.uni-augsburg.de/


Further information

• For an overview:

• Open Access Network https://open-

access.network/informieren/finanzierung/open-access-und-

forschungsfoerderer

• For international research funder policies:

• Sherpa Fact https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/fact/ and 

• Sherpa Juliet https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/

• For displaying project publication lists on uni websites:

• Publication list plugin for projects https://www.uni-

augsburg.de/de/organisation/bibliothek/publizieren-zitieren-

archivieren/publikationslisten/

https://open-access.network/informieren/finanzierung/open-access-und-forschungsfoerderer
https://open-access.network/informieren/finanzierung/open-access-und-forschungsfoerderer
https://open-access.network/informieren/finanzierung/open-access-und-forschungsfoerderer
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/fact/
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/
https://www.uni-augsburg.de/de/organisation/bibliothek/publizieren-zitieren-archivieren/publikationslisten/
https://www.uni-augsburg.de/de/organisation/bibliothek/publizieren-zitieren-archivieren/publikationslisten/
https://www.uni-augsburg.de/de/organisation/bibliothek/publizieren-zitieren-archivieren/publikationslisten/


I can only comply with

research funder

mandates via gold open 

access.

Open Access Myth? Busted!

Many research funders explicitly

mention green open access.

Many publishers provide special

conditions for self-archiving

papers resulting from funded

projects (e.g. shorter embargo

periods).
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http://www.uni-a.de/to/coffeelectures
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