AnglistenTheater presents Lucy Kirkwood’s Beauty and the Beast
A magical Christmas theatre experience at the University of Augsburg
With Beauty and the Beast, the AnglistenTheater at the University of Augsburg brings a delightfully unconventional adaptation of one of the best-known fairytales to the stage. Written by British playwright Lucy Kirkwood, this version combines the timeless appeal of the classic story with mischievous humour, magical surprises and a wonderfully eccentric cast of characters. The performances will take place in English on December 10, 11, 14 and 15, 2026, at the University of Augsburg (Hörsaal II). Tickets are available online or at Taschenbuchladen Krüger.
At the heart of the story is a stolen rose that has monstrous consequences for Beauty and her father. But this is no ordinary rose, and certainly no ordinary fairytale. The story is narrated by two mischievous fairies and features two helpful rabbits, a mysterious Thoughtsnatcher machine and an entire orchestra of insects. Together, they guide the audience on a journey to rural France, where an unlikely collection of characters must find a way to break a beastly spell. Full of magical twists, quirky humour and touching moments, Kirkwood's adaptation offers a fresh and surprising take on a familiar tale, appealing both to audiences who know the original story and to those discovering it for the first time.
The production invites audiences to experience the familiar fairytale from a new perspective. With its playful narrative, eccentric characters and imaginative theatrical elements, Beauty and the Beast combines the magic of a traditional Christmas story with a decidedly unconventional sense of humour. 
Lucy Kirkwood (born in 1984 in Leytonstone, East London) is an acclaimed British playwright and screenwriter. She gained international recognition with Chimerica (2013), which received several prestigious awards, including the Olivier Award for Best New Play. Her other notable works include The Children (2016), which went on to be performed on Broadway, Mosquitoes (2017), and The Welkin (2020). Alongside her work for the stage, Kirkwood has also written for television. Since 2010, she has regularly collaborated with theatre director Katie Mitchell. Together, they developed the 2010 National Theatre production of Beauty and the Beast. 
The AnglistenTheater at the University of Augsburg has a long tradition of English-language theatre. Since its foundation in 1980 by Rudolf Beck, the ensemble has staged more than 50 productions and established itself as an integral part of the university's cultural scene. Around 25 students participate in each semester's production, contributing not only as actors but also to set design, technical production, costumes, make-up and organisation.
With Beauty and the Beast, the ensemble invites audiences to enjoy a theatrical adventure full of fairytale magic, unexpected twists and festive charm. A familiar story, newly imagined, promises an enchanting experience for the Christmas season.
Event details
· Title: Beauty and the Beast (Lucy Kirkwood)
· Performance dates: Thursday, December 10; Friday, December 11; Monday, December 14; and Tuesday, December 15, 2026.
· Language: English (with just a tiny bit of French).
· Venue: Lecture Hall II, University of Augsburg, Building C – Large Lecture Hall Center, Universitätsstraße 10, 86159 Augsburg (5 minutes on foot from tram line 3 stop “Universität”)
· Tickets: 15€ (supporters) / €10 (regular) / €5 (concessions), available at Taschenbuchladen Krüger, Färbergäßchen 1, Augsburg. Ticket reservations can also be made via a link on the AnglistenTheater website. 
· Website: https://uni-a.de/to/anglistentheater
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