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Carla Baptista – NOVA FCSH/ICNOVA 
 
 

Power and ideological struggles during counter revolutionary times: the 
coverage of the 25 November 1975 coup in the Portuguese Press 

 
This paper analyses how the Portuguese newspapers were impacted by the military 
coup of 25 November 1975. This event is identified by historians as the culmination of 
the revolutionary period following the 24 April 1974 Carnation Revolution. The defeat 
of the extreme far left forces attempts to seize power ended the so called Ongoing 
Revolutionary Period and allowed the transition to the phase where democracy begin 
to institutionalize. The episode is still relevant to understand the contemporary debate 
about contested political historical memory.  
The coup of 25 November results from profound fragmentation and political dissent 
among the riotous military that ended 40 years of dictatorship in 1974. The libertarian 
project that had unified them was lost, and various partialities were fighting to gain 
control over the political structures. The media become an essential political actor and 
the main physical and symbolic spaces of conflicting ideological visions.  
Following the failed attempt to seize power by the far-left military forces, the President 
of the Republic decreed the state of siege and the suspension of all newspaper 
publishing, radio and television broadcasting. Most of the Portuguese journals were 
not published until mid-December of 1975 and all newsrooms were impacted by 
measures enacted by the winning military, identified with the moderate wing of the 
armed forces. An unprecedented wave of sanitation hit the public television, most 
radios and newspapers, leading to a radical overriding of previous directions of 
information and editorial boards.  
Based in a content and qualitative press analysis of 5 newspapers coverage centered 
on the 25 November we will analyze how journalists perceived their role in the power 
struggles and the emerging political projects. Since this period marks the foundation 
of a media system closely articulated with a social and cultural vision for the media, 
we will reflect about the uses of the media and power representations during conflicting 
times. 
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Birte Bös – University of Duisburg-Essen 
 
 

Between indignation and amusement: Expressions of emotive stance in 
Victorian crime reports 

 
The Victorian age is renowned for its interest in crime and legal intervention. Indeed, 
entire newspapers like The Illustrated Police News, Law Courts and Weekly Record 
(IPN) brimmed with reports about crimes and bad behaviour, allegedly published “to 
expose such conduct for the good of society, as a warning to the respectable and 
innocent" (Rowbotham/Stevenson 2005: xxiv). Yet, as is also well known, unlawful 
behaviour made good copy.  
This study investigates expressions of emotive stance in a corpus of crime reports 
published in the sensationalist IPN, focussing on both averral, i.e. the author/editor’s 
evaluations, and attribution, i.e. the emotive perspectives of the participants of the 
reported events (cf. Bednarek 2006: 59). Drawing on frameworks outlining linguistic 
tokens of affect (e.g. Biber/Finegan 1989) and emotivity, a core parameter of 
evaluation (Bednarek 2006: 42), the analysis examines how the newspaper modulated 
the emotive stance cherished by its Victorian target readership. Depending on factors 
such as the gravity of offence and the social background of offenders and victims, 
evaluations presented in the IPN condemned, scolded or ridiculed unlawful behaviour, 
cleverly connecting the functions of providing moral guidance and entertaining their 
Victorian readers. This study thus further contributes to our understanding of Victorian 
moral codes and perceptions of societal problems. 
 
 
References: 

Bednarek, Monika (2006): Evaluation in Media Discourse: Analysis of a Newspaper 
Corpus. London: Continuum. 

Biber, Douglas; Finegan, Edward (1989): “Styles of Stance in English: Lexical and 
Grammatical Marking of Evidentiality and Affect”, Text 9, 93-124. 

Rowbotham, Judith and Kim Stevenson (2005), “Introduction”. In: Judith Rowbotham 
and Kim Stevenson (eds), Criminal Conversations: Victorian Crimes, Social Panic, 
and Moral Outrage, Ohio: Ohio State University, xxi-xxxii. 
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Nicholas Brownlees – University of Florence 
 

The role, language and ideological content of print letters in 
The Orphan Reviv’d or Powell’s Weekly Journal (1718-1720) 

 
This paper will examine ideological and linguistic content in print letters to the editor in 
Elizabeth Powell’s The Orphan Reviv’d or Powell’s Weekly Journal (1718-1720). The 
research will draw upon recent important studies on the role of women in the British 
periodical press of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries  (Batchelor and Powell, 
2018; Ingrassia, 2015). What this research emphasises is that far from being mere 
passive readers of weekly journals and periodicals, women had key roles as editors, 
printers, distributors, literary authors, essay and letter contributors, readers and 
advertisers. 
Elizabeth Powell was one such resourceful news maker (Waters, 2015: 229-230).  A 
committed and fiery High-Church Jacobite, she launched three separate journals 
entitled Orphan ( 1716), The Charitable Mercury and Female Intelligence (1716), and 
The Orphan Reviv’d or Powell’s Weekly Journal (1718-1720). The first two 
publications ran foul of the government’s libel laws and closed down after just one 
issue, with Powell on both occasions ending up in prison. The third endeavour went 
better and had she not got herself embroiled in the highly dangerous printing of the 
inflammatory Jacobite pamphlet Vox Populi (1720) it is possible that her weekly journal 
could have survived even longer than sixteen months.  
Like many weekly journals of the time, Orphan Reviv’d included not just the staple 
news dispatches and advertisements common to the daily, bi-weekly and thrice-
weekly newspapers, but also letters to the editor. In relation to the latter, letters in The 
Orphan Reviv’d examined, for example, women’s vulnerable social status, the cruelty 
that men could inflict on women through slander and gossip, and the nefarious and 
corrupting mores of London town life and society. 
In my focus on the interrelating linguistic and ideological components in the letters to 
the editor I shall refer to recent publications by Schneider (2018), King (2018) and 
Cavenagh and Steel (2019).  
 
References: 

Batchelor, Jennie and Manushag N. Powell (eds.). 2018. Women's Periodicals and 
Print Culture in Britain, 1690-1820s, The Long Eighteenth Century. Edinburgh 
University Press: Edinburgh. 

Cavanagh, Allison and John Steel. 2019. Foreword. In Allison Cavanagh and John 
Steel (eds.), Letters to the Editor: Comparative and Historical Perspectives. 
Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.  

Ingrassia,  Catherine (ed.). 2015. The Cambridge Companion to Women's Writing in 
Britain, 1660–1789. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

King, Rachael Scarborough. 2018. Writing to the World: Letters and the Origin of 
Modern Print Genres. Baltimore, Maryland: John Hopkins University Press.  

Schneider, Gary. 2018. Print Letters in Seventeenth Century England: Politics, 
Religion, and News Culture. New York: Routledge.  

Waters, Mary. 2015. Periodical Writing. In Catherine Ingrassia  (ed.), The Cambridge 
Companion to Women's Writing in Britain, 1660–1789. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 226-241.   
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Elisabetta Cecconi – University of Florence 
 
The shaping of nationalism in 18th-century American newspapers related to the 
Revolution (1764-1783): a corpus-based analysis of pronouns and possessive 

adjectives 
 
In my paper I shall carry out a corpus-based analysis of pronouns and possessive 
adjectives in a selection of 18th century American newspapers (1764-1783) taken from 
the Early American Newspaper Series (1690-1922) and amounting to 101.000 words. 
My research aim is to establish how recurrent choices made in the grammatical system 
of transitivity (Do-er, Done-to and possessor) and in the use of collocates (verbs and 
nouns) contribute to the discourse construction of an ideology of nationhood and 
nationalism in the period from 1764 to 1783. To this purpose, I shall adopt the 
principles of Corpus Assisted Discourse Studies (Stubbs 2001; Partington 2004, 2009) 
which envisage the combination of a quantitative and qualitative approach to the text. 
The quantitative results obtained with the aid of WordSmith Tools 8.0 will be examined 
in relation to the socio-historical conditions of news production in the years before and 
after the Declaration of Independence, when the press played a crucial role in shaping 
consensus around the “Common Cause”. The elaboration of a frequency list and the 
analysis of pronouns in concordances will show how – throughout the decades – the 
increasing emphasis on unity, ownership and distinctiveness (we vs they) aims to 
persuade colonists to replace their loyalty and devotion to the British Empire with 
loyalty and devotion to America. 
 
References: 

Anderson, Benedict (1991) Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and 
Spread of Nationalism. London and New York: Verso. 

De Cillia, R, M. Reisigl & R. Wodak (1999) “The Discursive Construction of National 
Identities”, Discourse and Society 10(2), 149-173. 

Greene, J. P. (2001) “Empire and Identity from the Glorious Revolution to the 
American Revolution”. In Marshall, J. (ed.) Oxford History of the British Empire: The 
Eighteenth Century. New York: Oxford University Press, 208-230. 

Hobsbawm, Eric J. (1990) Nations and Nationalism since 1780: Programme, Myth, 
Reality. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. 

Partington, A. (2004) Corpora and discourse, a most congruous beast. In A. 
Partington, J. Morley and L. Haarman (eds.), Corpora and Discourse. Bern: Peter 
Lang, 11-20. 

Partington, A. (2009) “Evaluating evaluation and some concluding thoughts on CADS”. 
In J. Morley, P. Bayley (eds), Corpus-assisted discourse studies on the Iraq conflict: 
Wording the war. London: Routledge, 261-303. 

Reid, J.P. (1988) The Concept of Liberty in the Age of the American Revolution. 
Chicago and London: The University of Chicago Press. 

Reisigl, M. & R. Wodak (2001). Discourse and Discrimination. London and New York: 
Routledge 

Savelle, M. (1962) “Nationalism and Other Loyalties in the American Revolution”, The 
American Historical Review, 67(4), 901-923. 

Smith, A. (1986) The Ethnic Origins of Nations. Oxford: Blackwell. 
Stubbs, M. (2001) Words and Phrases. Corpus studies of lexical semantics. Oxford: 

Blackwell.  
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Claudia Claridge – University of Augsburg 
 
 

Representing Ireland and the Irish in the London press 
 
Ireland has not played a significant role in researching British identity 
conceptualisations so far nor has newspaper data served as a noteworthy resource 
(cf. de Nie 2004, Kidd 1999). De Nie (2004) found clearly ideological 19th-century press 
depictions of the Irish illness treated by the English physician, while Baker et al. (2007) 
showed spikes of (shortlived) interest at some irish events in British parliamentary 
discourse. This contribution investigates the treatment of Ireland in the London press 
in the 140 years before the Act of Union with the help of the ZEN corpus. Searching 
for Ireland, Irish(man/men) and some other potentially relevant search items (e.g. 
Boyne, penal, Grattan) reveals a very low level of interest from 1600 to 1790.  The 
mentions of Irish matters are not only very infrequent, but also touch almost nothing 
of overarching historical and in particular Irish interest (such as the 1740/41 famine, 
the Patriot Party). The government of Ireland is reported in a fairly superficial manner 
mainly through the appointments and movement of officials, while economic matters 
are mostly viewed through the lens of what may profit Britain. Problems are highlighted 
only with regard to individual events like Treason trials, which are sometimes fake 
events (the so-called Irish Plot) or already historical (the Strafford trial). Two aspects 
of Irish potrayals stand out somewhat, namely the link to Catholicism/popery and use 
of a set of mocking stereotypes. 
 
 
References: 

Baker, Helen, Vaclav Brezina & Tony McEnery. 2007. “Ireland in British 
Parliamentary Debates 1803-2005.” In: Tanja Säily (ed.), Exploring Future Paths 
of Historical Sociolinguistics, Amsterdam: Benjamins, 83-107. 

De Nie, Michael. 2004. “Britannia‘s Sick Sister: Irish Identity and the British Press, 
1798-1882.” In: Neil McCaw (ed.), Writing Irishness in Nineteenth-Century British 
Culture, Aldershot: Ashgate, 173-193. 

Jensen, Lotte. 2016. „The roots of nationalism: An introduction.“ In: Lotte Jensen 
(ed.), The roots of nationalism. National identity formation in early modern Europe, 
1600-1815. Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 9-27. 

Kidd, Colin. 1999. British identities before nationalism. Ethnicity and nationhood in 
the Atlantic world, 1600-1800. Cambridge: CUP. 
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Brendan Dooley – University College Cork and 
Davide Boerio – Irish Research Council 
 
 

"Revolutionary News:  reporting civil unrest in 1640s London and Naples" 

 
From Catalonia to the Kingdom of Naples, from France to England, civil disturbances, 
even revolutions and civil wars, characterized the 1640s, and were reported 
voluminously in handwritten newsletters as well as in print. A voluminous scholarship 
has referred to a crisis in European societies, politics, economies, with contrasting 
interpretations of the underlying causes (more recently, Upton 2001, Parker 2013, 
Cuttica 2021). Especially where regime change could be involved, narration was often 
biased along the lines of particular ideologies favoring one side or the other in any 
particular struggle. Ideologies in turn could be influenced by the course of local as well 
as distant events, in a reciprocal pattern of concept formation related to the 
construction of narratives about what was happening. This paper intends to show the 
dynamics of narrative formation and ideology in this period with special attention 
devoted to events in England and Naples, as conveyed in Italian language publications 
in script and print. A major source will be the handwritten newsletters present in the 
Medici Archive in Florence, which have recently been transcribed (in part) and formed 
into a corpus that can be studied using various analytical tools. Attention will be 
devoted to the media description of conflicts and the formation and transformation of 
political identities in the public sphere. How were the different parties portrayed, and 
by whom? What was the significance of such representations? Our research finds a 
frequent polarization of categories according to simple binaries such as enemy and 
friend, confirming the construction of stereotypes that will have a long-lasting impact 
upon the political discourse during early modern period as well as real effects on the 
course of events themselves, highlighting the agency of news for historical change. 
 
 
References: 

Geoffrey Parker, Global Crisis: War, Climate Change & Catastrophe in the 
Seventeenth Century (Yale University Press, 2013).  

Anthony F. Upton, "Politics: Protest, rebellion, revolution: a mid-century crisis?" in 
The Seventeenth Century: Europe 1598–1715 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2001), ed. Joseph Bergin, pp. 88–90.  

Cesare Cuttica, “Democracy and Crisis in the 1640s in England: The Ochlocratic 
Moment,” in Crisis and Renewal in the History of European Political Thought, eds. 
Cesare Cuttica and László Kontler (Brill: 2021), pp. 106–126. 
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Isabel Ermida – University of Minho 
 

“Conjugal felicity” in the Victorian Press:  
News reports on London divorce proceedings in the 1870s 

 
Divorce received regular attention in the British news in the second half of the 
nineteenth century. Certain newspapers even featured a “Divorce Court” section, 
where such proceedings were covered in detail, sometimes transcribing the minutes 
of the actual court questionings. Even though the majority of the accounts are 
descriptive, factual renderings of court events, some articles assume a more critical 
nature, disclosing the political and ideological opinions of their authors. And a few of 
them add an ironical note by titling reports on domestic violence and marital quarrels 
“Conjugal Felicity”. 
        This paper examines press reports on divorce in the 1870s, as appearing in a set 
of London newspapers, such as the Globe, the Pall Mall Gazette, and the Daily News, 
collected from the British Newspaper Archive. It intends to draft a view of how 
marriages legally ended in Britain at this particular period, especially in what comes to 
the reasons and causes for divorce to be required – and by whom.  It should be noted 
that Victorian law largely favoured men, and women were often at the hands of their 
husbands, not only financially but also in terms of their very physical safety. Wife 
beating and desertion were common trends in 19th-century Britain, but it was not until 
the Matrimonial Causes Act of 1857 that divorce was even made possible. Yet, only 
one court in London could grant divorces, which continued to make divorce 
unavailable to many people throughout England. Class was also a barrier, as only the 
upper classes could afford court justice. By shedding some light on a sample of 
Victorian marriages’ unhappy endings, the paper will also unveil some of the moral 
and social expectations surrounding women in marriage – and divorce. 
 
References: 

Bauer, C. and Ritt, L. (1983). “'A Husband is a Beating Animal': The Wife-
abuse Problem in Victorian England”. International Journal of Women’s Studies 6 
(1983): 99–118. 

Bednarek, Monika (2006). Evaluation in Media Discourse: Analysis of a Newspaper 
Corpus. London: Continuum. 

Cobbe, Frances Power (1878). “Wife-Torture in England”. Contemporary Review 32: 
55-87. 

Doggett, Maeve E. (1992). Marriage, Wife-beating and the Law in Victorian England. 
Columbia: University of South Carolina Press. 

Fowler, Roger (1991). Language in the News: Discourse and Ideology in the Press. 
London: Routledge. 

Griffin, Ben (2012). The Politics of Gender in Victorian Britain: Masculinity, Political 
Culture and the Struggle for Women’s Rights. Cambridge: CUP. 

Horstman, Allen (2016). Victorian Divorce. London: Routledge. 
Kelsey, Jennifer C. (2016). Changing The Rules: Women and Victorian Marriage. 

Leicestershire: Troubador. 
Shanley, Mary Lyndon (1989). Feminism, Marriage, and the Law in Victorian England. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
Talbot, Mary (2007). Media Discourse: Representation and Interaction. Edinburgh: 

Edinburgh University Press.  
Van Dijk, Teun A. (1990). News as Discourse. London: Routledge.   
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Gaia Ferro – University of Trento 
 
 

"Some general remarks on the French Nation": France and Francophobia in 
the Universal Magazine of Knowledge and Pleasure  and the London Evening 

Post (1740-1764) 
 
In 1747, when the hostilities of the War for the Austrian Succession slowly came to an 
end, the Universal Magazine of Knowledge and Pleasure started to circulate into the 
British capital as a monthly paper characterized by the multiplicity of topics proposed 
to the readers. Immediately, notwithstanding the impartiality claimed by the Magazine, 
the Universal showed a sort of Francophobic ideology, as it is attested by many articles 
published in the period considered. 
Even if the Universal Magazine was not a newspaper, it contains some interesting 
political commentaries relatives to the more recent political news. For example, it is 
the case of a particular author, named Britannicus, who wrote in the 1750s-1760s in 
the London Evening Post and the Universal Magazine. 
From this standpoint, the research question to clarify is the following: it is possible to 
trace the existence of an emerging sense of Francophobia in the British periodical 
press, consistently with the development of tension between the two nations in the 
context of the first years of the Seven Years War (1756-1763)? 
Solving this question means examining the political news published in the two 
periodical papers, with particular attention to the Britannicus' ones, paying attention to 
the British perception of the role of France in the hostilities. Moreover, it will be 
discussed if any stereotype of the French Nation was perpetuated in these two papers, 
maybe in opposition to an emerging sense of Britishness as theorized by Linda Colley. 
In conclusion, this paper will show how the Anglo-French hostilities found confirmation 
in the periodical press, as a commentary on the French's political actions and as a 
widespread stereotype on the people itself, founding how both the Universal Magazine 
and the London Evening Post contributed to spreading a shared sense of 
Francophobia. 
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Martina Guzzetti – University of Milan 
 
 

Girls of the Period: a corpus linguistic investigation of social and gender 
ideologies in the British feminist press (1894-1914) 

 
Revolutionary trends and major social shifts are often encoded within the pages (and 
the language) of newspapers and periodicals (Conboy 2010); for example, the so-
called Woman Question filled the British print media between the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth century. While the mainstream press tended to have hostile views on 
the matter (Murray 2000), the new generation of feminist periodicals exposed such 
distortions and omissions, thus becoming the ideal site for debates about gender and 
an alternative, parallel sphere for the promotion of feminist ideas (DiCenzo 2010 and 
Green 2009). However, these magazines showed competing internal ideologies, too, 
as they reflected different interests and were extremely diverse for aims, stance, 
market, and financing. The aim of this paper is to investigate on how social and gender 
ideologies were represented in these periodicals, and how they influenced the 
discussions inside the movement. The study considers a corpus of 880 articles 
published by four feminist periodicals (The Woman’s Signal, Votes for Women, The 
Vote and Common Cause) between 1894 and 1914: keyword analysis confirms that 
discourses around gender were prominent across all magazines, but a closer 
inspection (which looks at collocations and concordances of words such as 
suffragette, suffragist, and lady) reveals different sets of beliefs and values concerning 
issues of womanhood and femininity, as well as gendered social roles. The 
combination of corpus linguistics techniques and discourse analysis sheds light on 
how these ideologies were also grounded and ordered in news discourse (Baker 2006 
and Philips 2014). Results show not only an alternative view on the Woman Question, 
but the emergence of internal ideologies, too, which reflected the feminist 
interpretation of the social and gender roles attributed to women at the time, but also 
the conflicting ideas at the core of the British first-wave feminist movement. 
 
 
References: 

Baker, P. (2006), Using Corpora in Discourse Analysis, London: Bloomsbury. 
Conboy, M. (2010), The Language of Newspapers: Socio-Historical Perspectives, 

London: Continuum International Publishing Group. 
DiCenzo, M. (2010), ‘Pressing the public: Nineteenth-century feminist periodicals and 

“the Press”’, Nineteenth-Century Gender Studies, 6 (2), pp. 1-14. 
Green, B. (2009), ‘The feminist periodical press: Women, Periodical Studies, and 

modernity’, Literature Compass, 6 (1), pp. 191-205. 
Murray, S. (2000), ‘“Deeds and Words”: The Woman’s Press and the politics of print’, 

Women: A Cultural Review, 11 (3), pp 197-222. 
Philips, S. U. (2014), ‘The power of gender ideologies in discourse’, in S. Ehrlich, M. 

Meyerhoff and J. Holmes (eds.), The Handbook of Language, Gender and 
Sexuality, Chichester: Blackwell Publishing, pp. 297-315.  
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Giovanni Iamartino – University of Milan 
 
 

“Fire is opened, a breach made,… Rome is taken”: 
the Porta Pia episode in the London Press 

 
The Capture of Rome on 20th September 1870 may be described as a crucial stage 
in the Risorgimento, a very long process which finally unified the Italian peninsula 
under King Victor Emmanuel II of the House of Savoy – a process in which Britain, 
perhaps more indirectly than directly, played no little part.  
It is the purpose of my paper to review what a substantial, representative sample of 
the British Press (from The British Newspaper Archive for 1870) wrote in those days in 
order to describe and comment on the course of events from the Franco-Prussian War 
and the removal of the French garrison from Rome, to the actual siege and capture of 
the city, and the ensuing plebiscite when Rome and Lazio were annexed to the 
Kingdom of Italy.  
As a student of the history of Anglo-Italian linguistic and cultural relations, what 
interests me is not so much the chain of events that eventually led to the loss of Pope 
Pius IX’s temporal power as the British attitude of mind that can be perceived and 
assumed in the news reports (cf. Iamartino 2014 for a similar approach). Such an 
attitude was of course related to the then political situation but it was deeply rooted in 
the age-old traditional mixture of British strong admiration and undisguised contempt 
for all things Italian, a particularly perplexing stance when different religious beliefs 
and observances were involved. 
 
 
Reference: 

Iamartino, Giovanni. 2014. “Garibaldi and the Mille in the British Press”, Journal of 
Anglo-Italian Studies, 13-14, pp. 115-159.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victor_Emmanuel_II
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Giulia Mantovani – University of Augsburg/Trento 
 
 

Publicly debating language in the 18th century: the Spectators in Italian-, 
German- and English-speaking areas 

 
Inspired by the philosophical discussions of the Enlightenment period, the public 
debate on language of the 18th century found its greatest expression in the moral 
weeklies (also known as the Spectators). This prototype of opinion journalism, which 
developed from Addison/Steele’s English periodical The Spectator (London, 1711-
1712 and 1714), received a European circulation and thus contributed to the creation 
of Europe-wide communication networks among scholars. As a result, the language 
debate and subsequent ideologies also spread beyond national borders, as the 
recurrence of specific metaphorical topoi in different language areas shows. 
This contribution aims to compare the use of metaphorical topoi in the language 
debate of the Spectator periodicals to investigate the continuity or innovation of meta-
linguistic concepts. To this purpose, some moral weeklies from the Italian, German 
and English language areas will be examined, such as Lo Spettatore italiano by 
Giovanni Ferri di S. Costante (Milan, 1822), Die vernünftigen Tadlerinnen by Johann 
Gottsched (Halle and Leipzig, 1725-1726) and The Tatler by Richard Steele (London, 
1709-1711). The objective is to demonstrate the central role of periodicals in the 
dissemination of key concepts of meta-linguistic discourse that contributed to the 
theoretical profiling of linguistics in the European Enlightenment period.  
 
 
References: 

Doms, Misia Sophia (2020) (ed.): Spectator-type periodicals in international 
perspective, Berlin et al.: Lang.  

Ertler, Klaus-Dieter (2011) (ed.): Die Spectators in der Romania. Eine transkulturelle 
Gattung?, Frankfurt a. M. et al.: Lang. 

Ertler, Klaus-Dieter/Lévrier, Alexis/Fischer, Michaela (2012) (ed.): Regards sur les 
“spectateurs”. Periodical Essay. Feuilles volantes. Moralische Wochenschriften. 
Fogli moralistici. Prensa moral, Frankfurt a. M.: Lang.  

Giovanardi, Claudio/De Roberto, Elisa (2013) (ed): Il linguaggio formulare in italiano 
tra sintassi, testualità e discorso. Atti della Giornata internazionale di studio 
(Roma, 19-20 gennaio 2012), Napoli: Loffredo.  

Haßler, Gerda/Neis, Cordula (2009) (ed.): Lexikon sprachtheoretischer 
Grundbegriffe des 17. und 18. Jahrhunderts, vol. 1, Berlin et al.: de Gruyter.  

Lakoff, George/Johnson, Mark (1980): Metaphors we live by, Chicago et al.: The 
University of Chicago Press.  

Marr, George Simpson (1923): The periodical essayists of the eighteenth century, 
London: J. Clarke. 

Martens, Wolfgang (1971): Die Botschaft der Tugend. Die Aufklärung im Spiegel der 
deutschen Moralischen Wochenschriften, Stuttgart: J. B. Metzlersche 
Verlagsbuchhandlung. 

Musolff, Andreas (2015): “Metaphorische Diskurstraditionen und aktueller 
Sprachgebrauch. Fallbeispiel corps politique–body politic–Staatskörper”, in: 
Lebsanft, Franz/Schrott, Angela (ed.): Diskurse, Texte, Traditionen. Modelle und 
Fachkulturen in der Diskussion, Bonn: V&R unipress, 173-186.  
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Isabella Martini – Università degli Studi di Firenze 
 
 

Language and ideology. The representation of the Armenian Question in 
Letters to the Editor of The Times (1914-1926). 

 
This paper combines corpus linguistics and discourse analysis to answer a specific 
research question: What was the ideological stance on the Armenian Question in 
letters to the editor (LTE) during the years of the genocide, and how was this stance 
expressed? On 24th April 1915 the Turkish army initiated the systematic massacre of 
the Armenian residents of the former Ottoman empire (Alayarian 2018), in what has 
been considered the first genocide of the 20th century (Dadrian 2003, Battisti 2016, 
Rafter 2016). For years, international humanitarian workers, who were in the area both 
during and after World War I, and political personalities denounced the massacres in 
LTE published in major international newspapers (Peltekian 2013; Chabot et al. 2016; 
Elayyadi 2017; Mamali et al. 2019), making appeals for action to be undertaken and 
expressing their viewpoints by commenting on the events. 
A quantitative and qualitative linguistic analysis will be conducted on a corpus of LTE 
published in The Times between 1914 and 1926, combining a corpus-driven approach 
(Tognini-Bonelli 2001) with corpus-assisted discourse analysis (Partington 2014, 
2015). The letters were selected from The Times and Sunday Times online archive 
using the search words Armenia, Armenian and Armenians. Keywords and their 
frequent collocates and clusters will be analysed to shed light on the ideological stance 
expressed through the linguistic representation of the Armenian Question in LTE. 
In this analysis the paper will examine how LTE, a  tool of active citizenship,  are 
selected and published, now as well as in the first two decades of the 20th century, 
according to their relevance for a newspaper’s ideological agenda, with the aim to both 
keep a specific topic current in the news (Wahl-Jorgensen 2002; Pounds 2005, 2006; 
Chovanec 2012) and to provide a public space for high-profile readers of newspapers 
to voice their ideological stance and comment on news topics (Torres da Silva 2012; 
Cavanagh 2019). The linguistic strategies to express ideology in LTE have rarely been 
studied.  
 
 
Data: 

The Times and The Sunday Times Online Archive:  
 https://www.thetimes.co.uk/archive/, accessed December 2021 
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Davide Mazzi – University of Modena and Reggio Emilia 
 
 

“Nothing for Ireland but the Repeal…”: Political mobilisation and ideology in 
the Irish press of the early 1840s 

 
Ideologies are defined by Van Dijk (1998: 69) as “representations of who we are, what 
we stand for, what our values are, and what our relationships are with other groups, in 
particular our enemies or opponents”. Over the past thirty years, a number of studies 
have emphasized the importance of language as a key component in expressing 
ideology in the news (Fairclough 1995; Söğüt 2018). This study also focuses on 
discourse as a means to refine our understanding of ideological constructions in media 
outlets. Its objective is to show how the ideology of Repeal was embraced by 
prominent Irish newspapers from the early 1840s. As a burgeoning movement 
spearheaded by Daniel O’Connell, Repeal aimed to overturn the Act of Union (1800) 
and reinstate an Irish Parliament in Dublin (Nowlan and O’Connell 1984; MacDonagh 
1991). Established in 1835, O’Connell’s Repeal Association got off to a sluggish start, 
until its popularity was substantially boosted by newspapers such as the Nation 
(Morash 2010; Brillman 2011). On the basis of a corpus of news texts from three 
nationalist papers (the Nation, Freeman’s Journal and Cork Examiner), a qualitative 
investigation was undertaken of the discourse strategies employed to popularise 
Repeal’s essential concepts. The analysis provided evidence of three main strategies: 
the first was to establish O’Connell’s credentials as the father of the nation; the second 
was to argue for the constitutional and economic advantages of Repeal as opposed 
to the political fetters imposed by the Union; the third was to champion Repeal in the 
wider context of the foreign press, particularly by engaging a hostile British press. In 
this vein, the paper highlights the central role of the press and its language in 
broadening the appeal of the Repeal cause in the eyes of the disparate elements of 
Irish society (Andrews 2014). 
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Inducing sympathies and antipathies. A corpus assisted analysis of letters 
from the 1857-58 Indian uprisings in the press 

 
Conflicts have always been highly newsworthy, as the selected events reported not 
only receive massive coverage, which builds an allure of ideas and beliefs (Fowler 
1991), but they also induce readers to take a stand in the conflict (Nohrstedt 2009). 
The public’s sympathies or antipathies depend on how it identifies with the different 
parties in conflict, which ideological strategy best gains attention and emotional 
engagement, as in the case of letters published in the press during the 1857-58 
uprisings in India (Samson 2020a; Samson 2020b) against the rule of the British East 
India Company, functioning as a sovereign power on behalf of the British Crown. In 
the letters, the events are discursively represented within social practices that regulate 
collective interaction (Pahta and Taavitsainen 2010) wherein everyday life discourses 
have also the purpose of maintaining an asymmetrical domination of relations with the 
public (Thompson 2013). Letters can therefore be considered a situated activity, since 
they are written for a specific recipient and purpose. By adopting a corpus assisted 
approach integrated with discourse analysis, this study focuses on how, in a small 
specialised corpus of letters in the press, the most frequent keywords and collocation 
patterns represent the uprisings in the period under study. The emerging data indicate 
how the usage of language in the letters attempts to generate emotive reactions 
towards the Indian rebels while employing strategies of legitimisation (Van Dijk, 2005; 
van Leeuwen2007; Reyes 2011) of the East India Company officials’ actions. This 
creates two sides of the story/event in which the press and the readers are in the ‘us-
group’ and the social actors depicted negatively constitute the ‘them-group’. By doing 
so, the process of ‘othering’ attempts to  develop a sense of shared beliefs in an 
English identity across the empire through the connection of personal concerns to a 
wider sense of public engagement in the 1857-58 Indian uprisings. 
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“For sale, a Bible written in fine paper”: marketization of religious instruction 

 
Instantiations of the material culture of a people, books, comprising a wide selection 
of non-fictional topics -from Latin textbooks to medical treatises- were available to the 
18th-century London public as commodities which could be purchased in quite a few 
printing shops in town, after having read the ads placed in newspapers and other 
publications. This study examines the linguistic discourse of advertisements of 
religious books and other papers published in a popular medium such as the Old 
Bailey Proceedings, between 1689 and 1704. By analysing these advertisements, the 
research questions aim to throw light on a variety of issues: (1) what religious thought, 
in general -and religious instruction, in particular- was like in England during the period 
of the Early Enlightenment -bound roughly from the 1680s to the 1720s- and whether 
this aimed at theological orthodoxy or else, social and political stability, thus possibly 
contributing to the spreading of ideologies. Other relevant questions concern: (2) what 
advertising techniques, usually pertinent to the sale of goods and services for 
commercial purposes, were already operating in the religious domain, therefore 
showing a shift from announcing or publicising, i.e. making something known “for the 
Benefit of the Publick”, to advertising proper, as it was happening in other areas, for 
example, the medical field, which would signal the marketization of religious 
instruction. Finally, (3) what is the linguistic encoding of such techniques. This analysis 
will be performed within frameworks which are usually applied to the study of 
contemporary language, such as Halliday’s Systemic Functional Linguistics and its 
insights concerning the ideational and the interpersonal functions of language, 
together with Martin & White’s perspectives from Appraisal Theory, focusing 
particularly on the attitudinal span (affect, judgement and appreciation), modified or 
not by gradation devices, when (re)presenting a religious product as a commodity in 
an advertisement, for example, “a Bible written in (very) fine paper”. This way, not only 
may the expected results be enlightening but also the methodological procedure may 
prove a useful tool in the context of historical discourse.  
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Exercises in newswriting and storytelling: manipulating the press at the 
service of a higher ideology in Sayers’ Have His Carcase (1932) 

 
In Dorothy Sayers’ Have His Carcase (1932), her seventh novel with Lord Peter 
Wymsey, the aristocratic amateur sleuth, as a protagonist, and the second featuring 
Harriet Vane, his love-interest and detective story writer, we can find an apt literary 
depiction of the way news can be cleverly manipulated in order to preserve a desirable 
status quo for the investigator, by drawing attention to some details and deflecting it 
from others, which might hinder the investigation. What we witness in this work is the 
deliberate taming of the journalistic potential for uncovering and exposing unpleasant 
truths, by feeding the jounalists the exact amount of fact and fiction that will satisfy 
them and their fictional readers until the final solution is reached.  
By using discourse analysis, it is the purpose of this paper to analyse the different 
ways the female protagonist of this novel expertely capitalizes on the fame brought 
about by her previous involvement in a previous murder trial as an advertisement for 
her subsequent novels, as well as to look into the adroitness revealed by her 
preemptive manipulation of press headlines when she suddenly discovers a dead 
body and faces the risk of, once again, being considered the main suspect.  It is an 
opportunity to reflect on the differences between tale and telling, fact and fiction and, 
mostly, on the need not to speak the whole truth, even when that is the ultimate goal 
of the investigators – as well as a demand for journalists. In this novel’s fictional 
universe, revealing too much too early would bring unwanted mundane demands and 
irrelevant queries into the investigation. In this whodunit, it seems to be justifiable to 
temporarily sidetrack journalists and news readers when the final goal is a higher one; 
however, the novel acknoweledges them, highlighting their importance as participants 
in the plot itself, whose reactions have to be taken into account, predicted and 
antecipated. Without the journalists and its avid fictional readers, this plot would not 
exist. 
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Writing accents in 19th-century London newspapers: prestige, stigma and 
linguistic change 

 
The discussion presented in this paper is part of a larger research project on the role 
of nineteenth-century British newspapers in accent attitudes and stereotypes, which 
foregrounded the standard language ideology and its subsequent metalanguage (see, 
among others, Agha 2003, Beal 2010 and Mugglestone 2003).  
Thus, while eighteenth-century pronouncing dictionaries codified the standard forms 
of English pronunciation, newspapers were subsequently crucial to establishing their 
widespread acceptance. Newspaper articles dealing with the pronunciation of English 
or letters to the editor constitute the data for my research and have been gathered 
from electronic databases such as British Newspapers 1600-1900, The Times Archive: 
1785-1899, The Guardian and Observer Digital Archives (1800-2000). The 
sociolinguistic data extracted will show that newspapers, and their readers, made a 
concerted effort to indicate, and safeguard, a model accent as the linguistic ideal to be 
attained. Nineteenth-century media were busy defining ‘vulgar pronunciation’ with its 
recognisable marks of marginalisation and stigmatisation, i.e. intrusing /r/, non-
rhoticity, h-dropping and the presence of the velar plosive unvoiced in words ending 
in –ing:  

Vulgar pronunciation. – One of the peculiarities of vulgar English 
pronunciation is to put the letter r at the end of words ending with a vowel 
[...]. Others adopt the contrary plan, and leave out the r as often as they 
can. There are magistrates of high pretensions to education, who would 
say, “The conduct of the prisona’ and his general characta’ render it propa’ 
that he should no longa’ be a memba’ of this community.” Equally glaring is 
the taking away of h from places where it is required, and giving it where its 
absence is desirable. The termination of words ending in ing with a k, as 
somethink, is not less incorrect or less disagreeable. (The Blackburn 
Standard, 18 October, 1837) 

In my paper, particular focus will also be given to the written representation of other 
phonological features which, to use Sheridan’s wordings (1762: 30), had “some 
degree of disgrace annexed to them”, such as, for example, yod-coalescence and yod-
dropping which were clear signs of language change. 
To conclude, it will be argued that the press, together with fictional works, mirrored the 
essence of standard language ideology, of sociolinguistic change and also of the 
normative tradition which had dominated so far. 
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Metacommunication on feminitives in late nineteenth-and early twentieth 
century popular press in partitioned Poland 

 
Address term systems are sensitive to social organisation and its underlying 
ideologies. At present the Polish system and its gender bias is fervently disputed as 
professional feminitives undergo a top-down transformation (see an overview in 
Kiełkiewicz-Janowiak 2019). Popular news discourse in partitioned Poland belongs 
to the lesser known domains of historical press. This paper seeks to redress this gap 
using a meta-communicative approach to specialised historical discourse (Hübler 
and Busse 2012) by studing metacommentary relevant to gender and terms of 
address in a selection of illustrated magazines (e.g. Świat, Wieniec, Przyjaciel sług, 
Chwila, Tygodnik Ilustrowany).  
 A 1907 copy of a weekly magazine Chwila (The moment) published in Lwiw 
reviews a discussion of terms of address that took place in a meeting of Austrian 
women’s movement (1907/3/23/31, p. 7, “Ruch kobiet. Pani czy panna?”/ “Women’s 
movement. Mrs. or Miss?”). The postulate is to abandon the distinction in addressing 
married and unmarried women as an anachronism. Such remarks provide insights 
into social perceptions of address, cultural influences and models in partitioned but 
urbanising Poland as well as the stance of popular press on gender ideologies and 
sources of linguistic prestige. Insights gained from metacommunication may be 
confonted Frazin (1984) who lists relevant items, and terms address more generally 
based on codified written registers of the so-called Napoleonic documents. 
 The paper is an exploratory study into metacommunication on feminitives and 
relies on qualitative and keyword-based analyses. The questions to be posed 
include: What is the place of metacommentary on gender in popular press 
representing different spheres of influence in partitioned Poland? Does popular press 
in Poland reflect the tension between modernising tendencies and the backwardness 
of Central and Eastern Poland? What is the framing of metacommunication (Peikola 
and Bös 2020)? Popular illustrated weekly magazines offer a promising basis for 
addressing these questions as they were products of modernisation of society and 
news discourse as well as the medium of knowledge transmission on these 
processes (Frysztacka 2020: 183).  
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