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on the Occasion of the Award of the 

Arsen-Djurović-Prize for Historical Research on Textbooks 
to Dr. Dr. Jan M.M.G.F. Van Wiele for 

the following publications from the years 2017, 2016 und 2015: 
 

1) Dealing with Religious Diversity in Catholic Religious Education in Secondary Schools in 
Dutch Speaking Belgium (1990–2011). In: Aamotsbakken, Bente/Matthes, Eva/Schütze, 
Sylvia (Eds.): Heterogenität und Bildungsmedien / Heterogeneity and Educational Me-
dia. Bad Heilbrunn: Klinkhardt 2017, pp. 320–331. 

2) The Implementation of Vatican II’s Vision on Non-Christian Religions and Cultures in 
Belgian Catholic Religion Textbooks for Secondary Education (1950–1970). In: Matthes, 
Eva/Schütze, Sylvia (Eds.): Schulbücher auf dem Prüfstand / Textbooks under Scrutiny. 
Bad Heilbrunn: Klinkhardt 2016, pp. 209–219. 

3) Interreligieuze dialoog en leerboekanalyse: Aanzet tot een onderzoeksmodel [Interreli-
giöser Dialog und Lehrbuchanalyse: Ansatz für ein Untersuchungsmodell]. Leuven/Den 
Haag: Acco 2016. 

 

Dr. Dr. Jan M.M.G.F. Van Wiele is Assistant Professor at the Tilburg School of Catholic The-
ology, Department of Practical Theology and Religious Studies, Tilburg University. The fo-
cus of his work and research lies on the relationship between Christianity and Islam – both, 
regarding identity formation and mutual representation, from a historical and an anthro-
pological perspective. 

Jan van Wiele has done a doctor’s degree both in Catholic Theology and in Educational 
Science. Already his doctoral thesis in Educational Science from the year 2011, submitted 
to the University of Leuven, dealt with research on textbooks: “Textbook Historiography as 
History ‘Writ small’? Towards a New Specific Model of Textbook Research on the Represen-
tation of Non-Christian Religions and Cultures (1870–1970) in the ‘New Cultural History of 
Education’”. 

With regard to research on educational media, Jan van Wiele has at least two thematic fo-
cusses, the first of which was also relevant for his doctoral thesis: 

On the one hand, Jan Van Wiele intensely addresses the question, how History and Reli-
gious Studies are reflected in educational media, how their contents are elementarized 
and thus potentially changed (“history writ small”), besides his dissertation for example in 
the contribution “Textbooks as History ‘Writ Small’? A Case Study on the Relationship Be-
tween the Image of the Native American in French Canadian Official Historiography and 
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National History Textbooks” in the IGSBi conference volume “Methodology and Methods 
of Research on Textbooks and Educational Media” in 2014. 

On the other hand, Jan van Wiele examines the discussion about religions and religious 
topics in textbooks for Religious Education; his main interest in this context lies on com-
parative studies, on interreligious dialogue, and on the depiction of religion in a secular-
ized world. Among his numerous publications regarding this issues, the contribution “The 
Representation of Non-Christian Religions and Cultures in Catholic Religion Textbooks in 
Québec, the U.S.A. and Belgium (1870–1950): Methodological Considerations and Main 
Results of the Research” from 2012 may be mentioned. 

The article “The Implementation of Vatican II’s Vision on Non-Christian Religions and Cul-
tures in Belgian Catholic Religion Textbooks for Secondary Education (1950–1970)” from 
2016 – the first one chosen for the award – belongs to this field of research. Besides ques-
tions of content, Jan van Wiele outlines in this text the influence of the Catholic Church 
and its doctrines on the depiction of religious diversity in Belgian textbooks for Religious 
Education. Therefore, he first describes the new positions of the Catholic Church after the 
Second Vatican Council by means of relevant examples from the official documents: In-
stead of a demarcation from other religions, the depiction of common features and the 
search for connecting factors have taken center stage since the Council, although the mes-
sage has been maintained that the “whole truth” can only be found in Christianity. Jan van 
Wiele shows that this new orientation – even if it had already feebly appeared before – was 
reflected very quickly in the textbooks for Catholic Religious Education; that proves the 
strong influence of the Church on the school subject Religion and on the depiction of oth-
er religions, as it legitimates the contents of this teaching with its current dogmatic posi-
tions. 

In his article “Dealing with Religious Diversity in Catholic Religious Education in Secondary 
Schools in Dutch Speaking Belgium (1990–2011)” – the second text for today’s awarding of 
the prize – Jan Van Wiele discusses the relevant contents and asks how textbook authors in 
Dutch Speaking Belgium have concretely reacted to the increasing secularization of the 
Western societies on the one hand and the growing presence of non-Christian religions 
and worldviews in these societies on the other, especially due to flight and labor migration. 
Jan van Wiele illustrates the reaction of the Catholic Church, which has performed a clear 
orientation towards interreligious dialogue, by presenting examples from relevant text-
books for secondary schools. The topical trend in Catholic Religion teaching is to ask with 
regard to different life issues – for example, suffering, death, human relationships – what 
individual religions and ideologies contribute to these questions, to discover interconnec-
tions, and to make assessments on this basis. Jan Van Wiele also reveals that education for 
tolerance and dialogue need not be equivalent to a leveling of worldviews, that the con-
viction of the singularity of Christianism may quite be the result of this discussion. Belgian 
church representatives have meanwhile made allegations that such an approach dilutes 
the importance of Christianity; a revision of the curricula is intended, as Jan Van Wiele criti-
cally mentions at the end of his article. 

The monograph “Interreligieuze dialoog en leerboekanalyse: Aanzet tot een onderzoeks-
model” [Interreligious Dialogue and Textbook Analyses: Approach for a Research Model] 
from 2016 is a further contribution to the methodology of research on educational media; 
so far, it has sadly only been published in Flemish. In the light of the challenges, which reli-
gious pluralism imposes on today’s Western societies, Jan van Wiele tries to develop a 
model which allows examining educational media with regard to their appropriateness for 
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interreligious dialogue. Pointing to the influence of prejudices on the depiction of religions, 
e.g., by means of exaggerations and overstatements, but also by false evidences, the au-
thor pleas to conduct textbook analysis in an interreligious manner. On the basis of various 
approaches to research on educational media – single, group and comparative analysis – 
and different forms of content analysis (descriptive-analytical, hermeneutical), Jan van 
Wiele counters the argument, that qualitative and quantitative methods do exclude each 
other. He then presents an analytic process, which is led by specific interreligious catego-
ries; for this, he has developed an analytical framework. The merit of this contribution lies 
both on a methodological and a content-related level: With regard to methodology, the 
enhancement towards a practicable procedure by means of a specifically developed ma-
trix is convincing. With regard to contents, the jury appreciates the author’s effort to over-
come one-sided religious interpretations by making a concrete contribution to interreli-
gious dialogue. A translation into German and English respectively is desirable. 

 

The research method developed by Jan van Wiele regarding the transformation of 
scientific contents for instruction (“history writ small”) as well as the method for in-
terreligious analysis and the related methodological considerations, but also his con-
tribution to a mutual understanding of and about religions and to the transfer of re-
ligious contents in a secularized society by means of educational media have per-
suaded the jury 

to award 

 

the Arsen-Djurović-Prize for Historical Research on Textbooks 
 

in 2017 to 

 
Dr. Dr. Jan M.M.G.F. Van Wiele. 

 


