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Gruesse aus Augsburg!  As the program winds down in its sixth week, I would like to take a 
moment and share an overview of my experience at the Augsburg Summer Program in 
European and International Economic Law in hopes that this snapshot will provide you with 
an idea of what the program offers in order to help you determine if this program is also right 
for you.  

Considering the fact that I do not come from one of the US partner universities, I have been 
frequently asked what brought me here to Augsburg.  Studying law in Puerto Rico has 
provided me with exposure to both Spanish civil law as well as US common law, and as I 
started researching ABA-approved summer programs I had the goal of expanding my 
knowledge of European civil law and hence focused my search on those programs located in 
Europe.  Despite the fact that I have always been enamored with Bavaria, I selected the 
program in Augsburg due to the vast number of courses available to choose from.  It seemed 
that every other program I came across had only a limited number of course offerings, 
whereas the program at the University of Augsburg had at least a baker’s dozen of classes 
dealing with specific country law (German, French or Japanese), business law (International 
Sale of Goods, European Company Law, French Company Law), criminal law, economic law, 
litigation and general European law and legal systems.  Courses have the value of either one 
or two credits, so you can easily take a wide variety of classes in any area that interests you.  I 
started off the program attending each and every class to narrow down my preferences.  Even 
though I have only taken exams for six credits, I have attended many other classes on an audit 
basis.  An introductory German language class was offered free-of-charge to us throughout 
the six weeks.  It has been certainly helpful to be given a foundation of vocabulary, 
expressions and basic grammar to help communicate as we are out and about in the city of 
Augsburg.  As a compliment to our program, there have also been numerous guest speakers 
discussing important current issues in law. 

Another feature that I have found particularly unique to this program is the international 
character of our classes.  Most US-run programs in Europe are organized solely for US 
students, and your classmates end up being those from your own school or other US schools.  
Our classes are composed of students from Germany, France, Armenia, etc.  This element 
certainly enriches our class conversations since they have much more first-hand knowledge to 
contribute on the subject matter.  This may sound rather obvious, but I can not stress enough 
how much more complete the experience is when you discuss European law with actual 
Europeans!  

Another stellar point is the fact that the program has been designed to allow US participants to 
have long weekends for travel.   We have classes only on Monday-Thursday, and thus have 
been able to escape to Berlin, Munich, and Prague.  I even hopped over to Scotland to attend a 
friend’s wedding.  The travel portion of the experience has been nothing short of fantastic, 
and since the Deutsche Bahn is both inexpensive and convenient for travel around Europe, we 
have taken advantage of the opportunity to explore the areas around us.  In addition to our 
own initiated travels, the program has also organized many excursions, including visits to 
Nuremburg, the Neuschwanstein Castle, Andechs Monastery/Brewery and the Dachau 
Concentration camp; as well as many other activities such as dinners, pub crawls, biergarten 
visits, an operetta at an open-air theatre and a city walking tour.  The students that have both 
planned and supervised our excursions have all been flexible and ready and willing to cater to 
our desires that are above and beyond the organized portion of the program.  The level of 
hospitality has been impressive.  These students also went out of their way-prior to the start of 



the program-to find us accommodations for our stay.  It certainly would have been 
challenging to find something for six weeks on our own, lacking the necessary language skills 
and access to available resources.  We live either in student dorms, private apartments or in a 
private room with a family.  The cost of housing, and also cost of living in general, is much 
lower than in the US.  Augsburg is a city that has a small town feel, and is located near 
exciting cities such as Munich, yet do not carry the expenses involved with living in such a 
place.  Augsburg’s charm is certainly due to the mix of old and new, the taste of Bavaria and 
the personal attention of the European and International Economic Law summer program.  
Our classes are small, most ranging from 5 to 15, so right away everyone knew my name, 
which certainly helped me feel right at home. 

I have found the program to be incredibly rewarding and am already making plans to return to 
visit my local friends and to see the renowned Christmas markets in December.  I would not 
hesitate to recommend the program to anyone who would like to have an extensive coverage 
of European law, to mingle with international students, and to have the chance to enjoy the 
atmosphere of Bavaria in the summer.  The six weeks have flown by, which is to be expected 
when you are having so much fun! 
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