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 Why should you pursue a certificate at the Universität of Augsburg?  You might be an American 

in law school who had your fun in college, and should be looking for a job or internship.  Or you might 

be a European lawyer and think you're too busy to take a break from work.  Or you could be from a 

different place in a different situation.  However, if you want to work in the field of international or 

domestic business & economic law, the benefits to studying abroad in Augsburg most likely outweigh 

the costs.  The program has high quality classes and professors, provides an excellent opportunity for 

networking, gives you an all-around unforgettable experience, and you don't even need to know 

German!  And even though this is not a frivolous, college-style study abroad, you can still have a fun 

time. 

 Germany, first and foremost, is the perfect place to study international business law.  The 

country is an economic powerhouse and a leader of the European Union.  Augsburg in fact is one of the 

best German schools of law when it comes student performance in legal specializations. Future 

employers will look impressively at your wise choice of venue. 

 The classes and professors are excellent.  Augsburg offers a wide variety of business & 

economic courses that span from the practical & black-letter (such as Securities Regulations & Anti-

Trust Law) to the more theoretical (such as Law & Economics & Comparative Law).  A couple of one-

time seminars allow you the intellectual freedom to learn and write about a specific topic that you are 

very interested in.  In these seminars & classes (or maybe beer-gardens and restaurants), you don't just 

learn the content of the law – but you also learn (if you haven't already) that professors are interesting 

and cool people too.  You'll learn that at least one professor can probably out-swim and out-bike you 

(hint, take the Capital Markets Seminar); or you might learn that another has taught in France, Turkey, 

Germany and treats you and your classmates as his own children (hint, we call him Papa “Bear”). 

 Augsburg provides you an excellent chance to network.  Not only with the personable 

professors, but with the future legal & business leaders of Germany and the other foreign students like 

you.  Right off the bat, Augsburg pairs you with one of their students to help you transition.  Usually
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these students will actually be studying at your own university the upcoming Fall semester, so you have 

the chance to become good friends with them.  I was lucky enough to have a great exchange partner 

who literally took me into his home, a small town in Bavaria that I would normally not have gotten the 

chance to see.  The Augsburg staff is very attentive and helpful if you ever have problems, but they're 

also really nice people you'll get to meet at social events.  If you speak German, Talk of Practitioners 

brings German attorneys eager to meet and recruit students to their firms and companies.  Finally, and 

perhaps most importantly, you also instantly become good friends with the other student participants 

who can come from Brazil, the Czech Republic, France, Romania, Russia, the United States, or other 

nations. 

 You will also have plenty of opportunities to socialize and travel if you plan it right.  Socializing 

and travel are important not only for the networking opportunities they create, but also because law 

school might be one of the last times you get to do these things.  Physiologically, it is also important to 

relax, especially in law school!  Augsburg organizes plenty of events such as a trip to a hill-top 

monastery that brews its own beer, a trip to Munich (or München as they say in German), and a chance 

to go to a beautiful island that is one of the most idyllic areas I have ever seen, but commonplace to 

Europeans.  The university also organizes several local outings in Augsburg, which is a great little town 

                                                
1 Assuming you are coming from one of Augsburg's partner schools such as Chicago-Kent, George Washington, 

Pepperdine, Chapel Hill or Santa Clara. 



with a rich history and culture. 

 So, all in all, Augsburg is a great place to study international business & economic law.  Not 

only are the courses and professors excellent, but this is a great opportunity for the foreign students and 

the Augsburg students to make friends and network.  And of course, you will have a good time abroad, 

seeing and learning about different cultures and maybe nations.  Future students: if you do go, take as 

many classes as you can because they're all fascinating.  Augsburg students and administration: please 

accept a sincere 'thank you' from me, it was a great experience! 

 


