
Dissertation by Nora Schröder
nora.schroeder@web.de

The Troublemakers
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Abstract

TTIP, the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership between the EU and the US, caused a
broad and quick politicization of the European civil society. From 2014 to 2016, we witnessed
this politicization articulated and performed in European-wide protests against the
TTIP-negotiations. When Trump was elected, talks over TTIP stalled. Although the trade deal
was not implemented, it is worth studying the European-wide protests against TTIP as an
example of a bottom-up democratization process of European politics.

TTIP opponents wanted to have a say in European politics - and experienced the limited
opportunities to do so. My research indicates that the conflict surrounding TTIP became a
catalyst for the general discontent over the marginal role European citizens play in the politics
of the EU. The dissertation draws upon the case of the Anti-TTIP-protests as an example of
“Enacting European citizenship” and the democratic potential it entails. This question gains
special relevance in a moment of political challenges often described as a “democratic crisis”
that the European Union is facing today. Despite these challenges, resulting conflicts about
European politics should not be misunderstood as a threat. Instead, my suggestion here is that
democratic conflict has the potential to contribute to the democratization of European politics.
My research suggests that the conflict surrounding TTIP had stimulating effects on European
democracy: European citizens mobilized around the topic of TTIP, signed petitions, filed a
lawsuit against the European Commission, established transnational networks, came together
in European Days of Action, exchanged ideas on alternative economic trade policy, went on the
streets demonstrating - in other words: European citizens were politicized. In this contentious
European protest action, they articulated their own understanding of what it means to be a
European citizen. In my phenomenographic analysis of the interview transcripts, I seek to
reconstruct processes of political subjectivation based on the activists’ experiences in the
protest actions. From an empirical, practice-oriented perspective, I explore the ways in which
protestors enacted their own understanding of European citizenship, instead of following
top-down understandings of what a (“good”) European citizen is or should be.

Following this line of thought, the work aims at highlighting the democratic potential of
EU-critical activism and at adding the citizen-perspective to the discourse on European
citizenship.


